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FIRST THINGS FIRST 
MISPLACED 
PRIORITIES
by David Delk

In college I spent about two weeks trying to learn to ride 
a unicycle. I discovered two things: my balance is not all 
that great, and I didn’t really want to ride a unicycle.

When I started, I would have said I wanted 
to learn. I already knew how to juggle and 
thought it would be fun to put those two 
skills together. (Elementary school birthday 
parties here I come!) But riding a unicycle 
was harder than I expected, took a lot longer 
to learn, and was slightly painful when I 
fell. So I gave up without much of a fight, 
because I just didn’t really care that much.

I’m afraid many men view finding true 
balance in their lives like I viewed riding a 
unicycle. They’d like to have real friendships 
in addition to their family and work respon-
sibilities, but they don’t know where to start. 
Or this year at work has been consuming, 
and there doesn’t seem any way to keep 
it from impacting the family. Or maybe 
they aren’t really involved in any significant 
ministries at church because family, work, 
and hobbies take all their time.

The truth is that many men don’t really 
want to get their priorities straight. They’re 
comfortable with the results they are 
currently getting, and the trade offs seem 
acceptable.

Unfortunately, when our priorities get out 
of balance, we often don’t see the ramifica-
tions until years later. We get seduced by 

our short-term success and think that the 
rest of our life will be like the last 3 weeks.

But misplaced priorities are like a small 
leak in a pipe. Over any given week it’s not 
that big of a deal, but over ten years it can 
destroy your whole house. That’s why we 
need to examine ourselves, come face-to-
face with Jesus in the scriptures, ask the 
Holy Spirit to open our eyes, and invite 
a few other men to ask us the hard ques-
tions. There’s too much at stake to invest 
our hearts and lives into things that don’t 
really matter.

We pray that you will use this quarter’s 
devotions to do just that—get with a group 
of men and allow Jesus to shape your heart 
and mind. As a man, doing things right is 
no substitute for doing the right things. 

Investing our lives in the most important 
tasks and relationships is actually a lot 
harder than riding a unicycle, but it’s a lot 
more important as well. Please don’t ever 
give up on that. 

Misplaced priorities 
are like a small leak 
in a pipe. 
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Priorities—Temporal Work as a Kingdom Priority continues on page 58  ▶

are motivated by an altogether different 
reason for living. 

My purpose is wrapped up in growing 
God’s kingdom and tending His culture—
not building my empire. And my list of 
priorities—the guiding principles that 
help me decide where to invest time and 
energy—should reflect that difference.

Recently I had a business meeting with two 
incredibly moral, ethical people. But during 
the meeting, it became clear they had a 
ceiling on their reasons for living—to make 
a living, make money, and be personally 
fulfilled. They were limited to reaching the 

top of Maslow’s hierarchy 
of needs. 

Those two people had 
an altogether different 
reason for being at that 
meeting than I did. We 
were pursuing the same 
deal but for different 
reasons. 

When I am in a business 
meeting, the reason I am 
there is to participate in 
the abundant life—to 

give, to serve, to receive God’s blessings, 
and to bring glory to God by my actions, 
as He sovereignly brings people into right 
relationship with Him and others.

Work is a high priority. For Christians, 
however, work is one among a plethora 
of priorities. Of course, lots of Christians 
get the work priority out of whack. That’s 
probably because it takes up the single 
largest block of our time.

Jesus Defined Our Reason for Living

Understanding our purpose is one of the 
crucial issues in determining priorities. 
We’re going to look a little more deeply at 

What Are Priorities, and Why Do 
They Matter?

Everyone lives by priorities. Basically, a 
priority is something to which we assign a 
degree of importance or urgency. When we 
prioritize, we arrange items or tasks by their 
order of importance. That process matters, 
because frankly, if I don’t decide what is 
important for me, someone else will.

Jesus is our model for setting priorities in 
business and life. Jesus was the undisputed 
rock star of His day. People mobbed Him. 
Sometimes He was so overwhelmed by 
people that the Bible says He didn’t even 
have time to eat. They 
wouldn’t even let Him 
pray in peace.

As Jesus was growing in 
popularity, Luke 4:42-44 
says, “At daybreak, Jesus 
went out to a solitary 
place. The people were 
looking for him and when 
they came to where he 
was, they tried to keep him 
from leaving them. But 
he said, ‘I must preach the 
good news of the kingdom 
of God to the other towns also, because that is 
why I was sent.’ And he kept on preaching in 
the synagogues of Judea” (Luke 4:42-44). 

Jesus made His decisions on the basis 
of His priorities, not His pressures. He 
knew His calling, His “reason for living.” 
That helped Him understand what was 
important and what wasn’t. And because 
of that, Jesus said “no” to the people who 
wanted Him to change His plan—even 
though what they wanted wasn’t a bad 
thing. Jesus just had a different reason for 
living.

The big idea is this: When compared to 
nonbelievers, my priorities as a Christian 

One of the benefits of traveling is building a portfolio 
of good stories. Unfortunately, most of those stories are 
about the challenges of traveling.

drop-off in this area? What is so important 
that there are such top security measures?” 

A security official said, “Really, we don’t 
have that much traffic, so there just isn’t 
much else to do.” 

In another instance, I was traveling 
through Orlando, Florida, when I got 
“tagged” in the security line for additional 
screening.

“Why do you do that?” I asked, as a secu-
rity official swabbed my bags.

“We’re testing for explosives.” 

“Really? I always thought you used that to 
test for drugs,” I said.

He said, “We used to, but we don’t care 
about that anymore.” 

For most of us, our lives are more like 
the Orlando airport. We’re too busy to 
check every little detail. We live at a hectic 
pace, balancing a heavy load of demands 
from family, church, friends, work, char-
itable organizations, and recreation. Add 
economic pressures, and many of us are 
out of bandwidth. We have to prioritize.

by Dr. Patrick Morley

PRIORITIES— 
TEMPORAL WORK  
AS A KINGDOM  
PRIORITY

I remember, for instance, a flight that went 
through Shreveport, Louisiana. The first 

person in my security check looked at 
my picture-ID. She examined it carefully, 
looked at me, looked back at the card, and 
took the time to tell me the date that my 
license would expire. Then I came to the 
line of people waiting to have their luggage 
checked. A man was helping passengers 
put their items on the security line before 
x-ray. He asked if I was carrying any 
hazardous substances. “No sir.”

He continued, “Are you carrying any 
weapons?” And we went through a whole 
battery of a dozen similar questions. Then 
he turned to my sweet wife and asked her 
the same things. 

After his interrogation, we went through 
the metal detector. We had to remove 
everything that was not made of fabric. 
Then they pulled my wife out of the line 
and took her to a different location, where 
a female security guard went through every 
item in Patsy’s purse and cosmetic case.

I said, “Wow this is amazing! Is there some 
big military installation or a drug traffic 

When compared 
to nonbelievers, 
my priorities as 
a Christian are 
motivated by 
an altogether 
different reason 
for living. 
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had a salesman that she was getting ready 
to fire. She explained that even though he 
was her best salesman, but he was infuri-
ating to work with. He was always late to 
meetings, never turned in his paperwork, 
and didn’t seem to respect her authority. 
He acted like the rules just didn’t apply to 
him. (Haydn Shaw tells a similar story in 
Sticking Points.)

Dennis’ advice? Send him flowers and 
a note of apology. Then stop trying to 
make this high achiever adapt to rules that 
inhibit his ability to succeed! (An hour on 
a report is an hour not selling, in this case.) 

Younger workers really want to succeed, 
and they get frustrated when the systems 
get in the way. Sometimes “loosening the 
reins” will show a younger worker that 
you’re willing to meet him halfway. Usually 
they’ll appreciate your willingness to adapt, 
and they’ll meet you there.

Got a younger guy at work who is frus-
trating you? Here’s a sure-fire plan to make 
it work: Get to know him. Grab lunch 
regularly. Get to know his family back-
ground. Find out about his hopes for the 
future. Don’t offer unsolicited advice, but 
always be ready to answer questions. Be 
honest, but be open to the idea that you’re 
not always right.

Paul told Timothy to not let the older men 
look down on him because of his age. Let’s 
make sure that we’re not the guys Paul was 
talking about. 

3 Younger people tend to do things 
with more intensity for shorter 
periods of time. Again, a generaliza-
tion, but most younger people I know 
tend to work in spurts. “Slow and 
steady” is not a value. I’ve noticed a 
great commitment by younger folks 
to get the job done, but often with 
great, concentrated bursts of effort—
sometimes at odd hours—rather than 
incrementally over time.

4 Younger people, particularly 
younger men, crave being 
mentored—but not being conde-
scended to. The current generation 
of people in their twenties and thirties 
may be the least “fathered” generation 
in American history. Over 40% of 
all children are born out of wedlock, 
and about the same number don’t live 
with their biological father. I’ve heard 
repeatedly from younger guys that 
they want to have older guys to talk 
to. I’ve never had a younger guy say 
“no” when I’ve asked him if wants to 
have grab lunch or get a cup of coffee. 
But don’t think of yourself as the “wise 
old master” from some bad Kung Fu 
movie instructing a novice. Think of 
yourself more like an older brother. Be 
a listener and question-answerer, not a 
lecturer or authoritarian. 

A Story

My friend Dennis, a business consultant, 
told the story of a business owner who 

❝Why can’t he just get here on time? ❞

❝Did you notice her texting 
during the meeting? ❞

❝Doesn’t he realize you don’t talk that 
way to an executive of the company? ❞

❝Why is he so uptight about everything? ❞

❝That idea probably won’t work, but they 
don’t want to hear what I have to say. ❞

❝The deadline was next week. Why do 
they seem upset I’m not finished yet? ❞

These are the kinds of questions and 
statements you might hear when 

different generations are together in the 
workplace. Some of them come from the 
“seasoned” workers, and some from those 
newer to the workforce. You can probably 
figure out which is which!

“Generational tensions are inevitable, but 
they don’t have to leave you stuck,” says 
Haydn Shaw in his excellent book, Sticking 
Points: How to Get 4 Generations Working 
Together in the 12 Places They Come Apart. 
In fact, learning to work through those 
tensions can lead to a more productive and 
invigorating environment at work.

Lessons Learned

Here are some lessons I’ve learned both 
from the literature as well as my own expe-
riences here at Man in the Mirror.

1 People don’t like to be categorized. 
Just because people are in the same 
general age group does not mean they 
are all alike. Several people I know 

in their twenties have said they don’t 
like the label millennial. Sure, some 
millennials like video games and still 
live at home. But there is a rich diver-
sity of interests, skills, beliefs, worl-
dviews, etc. among every age group. 
Labeling an age group and assigning 
them a stereotypical list of attributes 
is, frankly, lazy and demeaning.

2 People under 30 grew up in a world 
that is much different than the one 
people over 50 did. They have seen 
two recessions, they’re often in student 
debt up to their eyeballs, and they’ve 
lived their whole life being told they 
can become whatever they want to be. 
So frankly, it’s no wonder that today’s 
younger person is eager to make more 
money sooner—particularly for the 
same work as another (older) worker 
may be doing, regardless of seniority. 
And by the way, who created the 
world the younger people grew up in? 
That’s right! The people who are now 
hiring them and complaining about 
their work ethic.

Generational Differences at Work

YOU ARE NOT A 
KUNG FU 
MASTER

 ■ BRETT CLEMMER
Brett Clemmer joined Man in the Mirror in 2000 and serves as its Vice President. 
His passion is to make the church relevant to younger men and men on the 
fringe. He is the co-author with Patrick Morley and David Delk of No Man Left 
Behind: How to Build and Sustain a Thriving Disciple-Making Ministry for Every 
Man in Your Church, and various articles and discipleship materials offered by the 
ministry. Brett and his wife Kimberly live in Casselberry, Florida.
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HOW TO DEVELOP A 
PERSONAL MINISTRY

Most Christian men have it in their hearts to serve God, 
but find it difficult to develop a personal ministry. They 
need someone to show them “how.”

God wants every believer to have a 
personal ministry. “For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 
God has a particular task, good work, 
or personal ministry for each of us. A 
personal ministry is based upon a man’s 
spiritual gifts.

Our two principal tasks are redemptive 
tasks “to build the kingdom” (the Great 
Commission, Matthew 28:18-20) and 
cultural tasks “to tend the culture” (the 
cultural mandate, Genesis 1:28). For 
most men, more than 80 percent of their 
time will be spent “tending the culture” 
through their families, work, civic duties, 
and community life. Some will have more 
opportunity than others to share their faith 
at work, but all can demonstrate the reality 
and relevance of Jesus through the way 
they work.

Here are six areas where a man can develop 
a personal ministry:

1 In the family. This must be a man’s 
first and top priority in ministry. 

Here are activities you can recom-
mend: Pray before all meals. Have 
a 15-minute daily devotion three or 
four days a week during the school 
year. Pray for children daily (you may 
be the only person in the whole world 
willing to pray for your children on a 
regular basis). Consider paying your 
kids to do private devotions. Use the 
honor system and make them keep 
track over a period of months. After 
God, but before all others, make your 
wife your top priority. If you want a 
powerful ministry, disciple your own 
family.

2 In the church. The next place to have 
a ministry, if you can, is in the church. 

other’s families, work, and interests. 
If you are making progress, you can 
keep meeting. Take away each other’s 
apathy and anger. Dispel myths. Quell 
fears.

6 To the world. Have a missionary 
family stay at your home during the 
church’s missions conference. Pray 
for missionaries using a globe. Write 
missionaries and support them finan-
cially. Send care packages for their 
children’s birthdays. Take a mission 
trip if you can. It’s a real eye-opener. 
It is good to walk among the poor, to 
see their hunger for God, to feel the 
weight of their conditions and become 
sensitive to them personally. 

This article, written by Patrick Morley, is 
excerpted from A Weekly Briefing written 
by Patrick Morley. For more weekly 
briefing articles, go to maninthemirror.org 
and click on the “Articles” tab.

by Dr. Patrick Morley

Most men will find an outlet for their 
spiritual gifts in the church.

3 At work. Men don’t have to wear their 
faith like an outer garment (but you 
can). Be sensitive for opportunities to 
care for people. People will decide if 
Christianity is true or not based upon 
how you work when you think no 
one is looking. Be excellent. Francis 
Schaeffer said, “If you do your work 
well you will have a chance to speak.” 
You can take a more active role, such 
as teaching or organizing a Bible study 
at your office before work or during 
lunch.

4 In the community. Use your imagina-
tion. Start a community-wide annual 
prayer breakfast. Consider becoming 
foster parents. Dedicate your home 
to Christ and open it up for a Bible 
study group. Organize a neighbor-
hood Christmas party at which you 
give your personal testimony. Serve 
dinners to homeless people at your 
local shelter on Thanksgiving or 
Christmas.

5 Across culture. Get to know a person 
of a different racial/ethnic/cultural 
background. Take “The Three Week 
Reconciliation Challenge”: Invite 
someone from a different cultural 
background to have breakfast, lunch, 
or coffee once a week for three weeks. 
Share where each of you are on your 
spiritual pilgrimage. Learn about each 

Be excellent.  
“If you do your 

work well you will 
have a chance  

to speak.” 
—Francis Schaeffer
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Get all your men engaged in the regular study of God’s Word 
by using this magazine as a small group tool. At the end of each week’s devotions, you’ll 
see a box containing discussion questions and exercises. These can form the basis of 
your time together. These pages supplement those questions with additional steps. If 
you use this magazine with your men this quarter you will have:

{ } Read and discussed the lyrics to “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.”

{ } Prayed for the true friendships represented in the group.

{ } Thanked a friend in your life for the impact they have had on your life.

{ } Memorized Proverbs 3:5, 6 and meditated on the scripture throughout 
the week.

{ } Recognized and given God praise for being your Shield and Protector.

{ } Lifted up in prayer the concerns of each group member’s job situation.

{ } Began the process of letting God take control of one area of your life.

{ } Defined what it means to be a biblical man and how to reach that goal.

{ } Discussed the legacy that each member would like to leave behind.

{ } Began and ended each day with a prayer to God (the one and only Lord 
in your life).

{ } Started to release an area of life you have attempted to control.

{ } Decided on some ways the group can help its members deal with sin in 
a healthy way.

{ } Given God praise for His perfect timing in various life situations

What Your Men Can Accomplish

EQUIPPING YOUR MEN’S 
SMALL GROUP
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August 1–7
In these devotions you will discuss where true contentment with your job or occupa-
tion comes from. SAS: Take a few minutes to discuss the various jobs the group has had 
and which ones of those have brought the greatest contentment. Share with one another 
how you can pray for one another concerning your current job. Commit to pray for one 
group member’s request throughout the week.

August 8-14
Your men will learn what it means to let go of control and trust God’s plan. SAS: What 
area of your life do you hang on to most tightly? Discuss with the group if those areas 
are common struggles for all. What does it take to open your fist in that area and let God 
take control of it? This week, begin to let go and give that situation to God.

August 15-21 
From these devotions, you will learn about true manhood and how it impacts 
marriages, families, parenting and so many other areas of life. SAS: Do you consider 
yourself a biblical man? What does that look like to you? How does that definition play 
out in your everyday life? What steps can you take toward becoming a biblical man?

August 22–28
In this week’s devotions, you’ll focus on what it means to trust God with the outcome to 
your life story. SAS: Have you ever been to a funeral that was particularly meaningful 
to you? What made it meaningful? Write down and share 2–3 sentences that you hope 
someone would say about you at your funeral. 

August 29–September 4
This week you’ll consider the allure of Cultural Christianity and Idolatry. SAS: Begin and 
end every day of this week with a brief, but specific prayer to ask God to be the one 
and only Lord of your life.

September 5-11 
The theme of these devotions is about having your heart and mind focused on the 
things of God. SAS: Discuss some ways that help you focus your mind and heart on God. 
Are these any of those ways that you have tried before? Did they work for you? Are you 
willing to commit to trying one or two of these ways over the next week?

September 12-18
These devotions remind you of the temptation to hide a sin and not let God help you 
deal with it. SAS: What has kept you from letting God help you with that sin? How can 
the group help one another with learning to let God deal with one another’s sin. (Prayer, 
connections, spending more time together, etc.)

September 19–25
This week’s devotionals address the mystery and purpose of God’s timing in our lives. 
SAS: Think of an event in your life when your timing did not coincide with God’s 
timing. How did God use that time for your good? Have you ever given Him thanks for 
His answer of “No” or “Not yet”? Spend a few minutes in silent prayer thanking God for 
His perfect timing in that situation.

July 1-3
In this weekend’s devotionals you will learn about the unimaginable holiness of God. 
SAS: Go to a hymnal or Google the lyrics “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty”. Read 
aloud those lyrics to the group. Discuss what those words mean to various members of 
your group.

July 4-10
From these devotions you will see the difference between acquaintances and true 
friends. SAS: Have each person make a list of a few “true friends” in their lives. What 
characteristics make each person a true friend? Divide into pairs and pray for the true 
friendships in your life.

July 11-17
This week, you will learn more about what it means to have a friend that listens, acts as 
a sounding board, keeps us on track, and allows you to be vulnerable. SAS: Who is the 
friend in your life that has those attributes? Think of a tangible way to thank that friend 
for the impact they have had on your life. Come back next week ready to share how you 
thanked that friend.

July 18–25
These devotions teach you about the difference between viewing life through a “me 
filter” and viewing life through a “God filter.” SAS: From several different versions of the 
Bible, read Proverbs 3:5, 6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” 
Decide on one version to memorize. Every morning of this next week, meditate on this 
verse.

July 26–31
This week your men will learn the incredible value of God as our Protector and Shield. 
SAS: Share some times from the past when you saw God’s protection on your life or 
the lives of your children or grandchildren. Share what those times of protection mean to 
you. Spend a few minutes in prayer thanking God for being your Shield and Protector.

EQUIPPING YOUR MEN’S  
SMALL GROUP
Suggested Applications Steps 
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July 1–3

Think of a time when 
God has shown an 
aspect of His character.

■■ When have you 
encountered God’s 
holiness?

■■ Was it uplifting, 
scary, exciting 
or did you feel 
something else?

■■ Did it impact your 
life in a way you 
never expected. 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—July 1, 2, 3 ■ God Is Holy

And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” (Isaiah 6: 3)

God is 100 percent holy. In fact, Scripture says He is “holy, holy, holy.” That’s like holiness, 
multiplied by holiness, multiplied by holiness. We can hardly imagine that, for words do not 

adequately capture the intensity of His holiness. Biblical characters including Ezekiel, Elijah, Job, 
Daniel, John and Paul all encountered God’s majestic presence. Their response was to fall face 
down, to hide their faces, or to cry out in fear. 

What caused this reaction? It was the awesome, dreadful presence of His holiness. I’ve heard 
there are places in outer space where a teaspoon of matter weighs as much as a dozen elephants 
do here on earth. That must be what God’s holiness is like. It is a compressed, leaden glimpse into 
His glory. 

We yearn to gain a passion for God. Yet it will never come until we experience His holiness. Isaiah 
saw God in His holiness. Isaiah’s experience gave him a new passion for God and for the task that 
was on His heart.

Ask God to reveal His holiness to you. But do it carefully, with humility and patience, perhaps for 
many years. When the time is right, He will show you this aspect of His character.   DMM, Pages 
132-134

When you encounter God’s holiness, how do you expect it to change your 
life? Are you sharing the changes that God is making in your life with 

others? Share what God is doing with at least one man this week.

Daily Reading: 2 Kings 18:13–23:30, Acts 21:1–22:16, Psalm 
149:1–150:6, Psalm 1:1–16, Proverbs 18:8–12

DAILY 
DEVOTIONS
April • May • June 2016

To make the most of Equipping the Man in the Mirror, we have  
dissected a devotional so you don’t miss any aspect of the magazine (see below).

At the end of many of the devotionals you will find an abbreviation for a resource that expands on 
the devotional material. For more information about the Man in the Mirror Bible Study (MIMBS) go to 
maninthemirror.org/archives/categories.

One-year Bible daily reading

Correlating 
Scripture

Source 
material

Discussion/journal questions

  MIMBS 1—The Life of David

  MIMBS 2—Balancing Faith & Effort

  MIMBS 3—When Will It be My Turn?

  MIMBS 4—MIMBS: Purpose

  MIM 25, Chapter 6—The Secret of Job 
Contentment

  MIM 25, Chapter 10—Friends: Risks and Rewards

  MIM 25, Chapter 22—Leading a Secret Thought Life

David Delk—The Me Filter
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Thursday—July 7 ■ Real Friends Are Hard to Find

Wealth attracts many friends, but even the closest friend of 
the poor person deserts them. (Proverbs 19:4)

A prominent man like Don entertained a lot, so it wasn’t unusual for him to look out and see 
so many cars parked in front of his house. Yet, as he gazed at the crowd gathered around his 

pool, he found himself wondering, “I wonder how many of these people would send me flowers if I 
was in an auto accident next week?”

Today’s Scripture passage talks about “fair weather friends” who like to hang out with us when 
everything is going great, but they fall away when times get tough. Unless we get past talking 
about news, sports, and weather, we may never know if our friends are trustworthy, until we’re 
already engaged in a crisis. Real friends can be hard to find, because frankly, most of us are 
ill-equipped to engage another man about the deeper part of life. The questions at the ends of the 
devotions in this magazine may give you a platform to be intentional in having those discussions. 
Use them to connect with a few men and find friends who will stick with you through all types of 
circumstances.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Why do you think men find it difficult to establish and maintain 
close friendships? Ask another man for his thoughts.

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 4:5–5:17, Acts 25:1–27, Psalm 5:1–12, Proverbs 18:19

Wednesday—July 6 ■ Friends vs. Acquaintances

One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a 
friend who sticks closer than a brother. (Proverbs 18:24)

Once I boasted to an acquaintance that I had hundreds of friends. Without pause he replied, 
“No you don’t. You may have met hundreds of people, but there’s no way you can really know 

more than a handful of people. You’d be lucky if you had three real friends.” He was right. At that 
time I had a thousand acquaintances, but fewer than three genuine friends. I’ve worked on this 
area, and today I believe I have five real friends, including my wife.

It’s easy to accumulate a “circle of friends,” a group with whom we play golf, attend church, go 
to dinner, or share a common interest like fishing or softball. Often these are “well-patient” friends, 
enjoying our fellowship in the good times. But we all need “sick-patient” friends, who will stick with 
us when we’ve lost jobs, separated from wives, or discovered our teenagers are on drugs, or we’re 
just plain frustrated with life. I think most men could recruit six pallbearers, but many men can’t 
name a friend he could call at 2:00 a.m.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Explain the difference between an acquaintance and a friend.  
Do you have three real friends? If not, what could you do about it?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 2:18–4:4, Acts 24:1–27, Psalm 4:1–8, Proverbs 18:16–18

Tuesday—July 5 ■ A Friendship Deficit

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)

After we finish school, we move toward establishing a career, choosing a life mate, starting a 
family, and accumulating things. Usually this “building” stage doesn’t include much time for 

friends. As time marches on, we discover needs that can only be met by other Christian men who 
walk in the same shoes, sharing the same problems and life experiences. Sadly, adult friendships 
are difficult to initiate and harder to keep. Our closest relationships usually are organized around 
our careers, but work relationships rarely develop into deep personal interest.

Most men have a friendship “deficit.” We may be surrounded by acquaintances but lonely for 
someone to really talk to. We don’t have someone to share our deepest dreams and fears with. We 
don’t have anyone who is willing to just listen, to simply be a friend and listen, and not always have 
a quick solution. Friends bring risks—rejection, betrayal, embarrassment, hurt feelings. But friends 
are worth the risk, if we can learn how to find them.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Most men do not have a true, close friend they meet with regularly. ❑ Agree ❑ Disagree.  
Explain your answer to the men in your group.

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 1:1–2:17, Acts 23:11–35, Psalm 3:1–8, Proverbs 18:14–15

 Monday—July 4 ■ True Friendship

Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you want me to do, I’ll do for you.” (1 Samuel 20:4)

Robert and I had been friends for a dozen years. Our mutual interest in business was a factor, 
but our personalities meshed too. So when my business problems grew bigger than my own 

ingenuity, I stopped to visit Robert. He listened patiently for a couple of hours. Maybe I thought he 
would give me advice to magically turn around the business. Perhaps I was looking for encourage-
ment. When Robert finally said something, his words floored me. “I don’t have any answers,” he 
said, “but if the worst comes to pass, I’ve got enough money for both of us to live on. Whatever I 
have is yours.”

From the way Robert said it, I realized he wasn’t just joking around. He really meant what he said. 
Of course, I could never accept his offer, but his act of true friendship reminded me of the God who 
owns the cattle on a thousand hills. Suddenly the problems seemed minuscule. By being my true 
friend, Robert mirrored how much God loves me, and I knew He would provide, and I would be all 
right.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Do you have a friend to whom you would make an offer like Robert’s? Or do you have a 
friend who would make that offer to you? What makes you confident of your answer?

Daily Reading: 2 Kings 23:31–25:30, Acts 22:17–23:10, Psalm 2:1–12, Proverbs 18:13
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July 4–10

Think for a few 
minutes about 
the number of 
acquaintances 
you have and the 
number of true 
friends you have. 

■■ Name some 
characteristics 
of a true friend. 

■■ Do you meet 
with a true 
friend on a 
regular basis? 
What does 
meeting mean 
to you? 

Tuesday—July 12 ■ My First Adult Friend

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another . . .  (Hebrews 10:24–25)

Developing a friendship requires as much forethought and effort as any worthwhile endeavor. 
Early in my Christian experience, at a men’s event, I heard Tom Skinner address the importance 

of establishing friendships to help each other develop into full spiritual maturity. The next Sunday I 
asked a man 30 years my senior if he would like to meet weekly for fellowship, prayer, and account-
ability. Without reservation, he responded enthusiastically. We met every Wednesday for 32 years 
until he passed away. Many men have this same level of interest for a one-on-one friendship, but 
few take the initiative. If you want a real friend, you probably have to take the first step. 

The price of friendship is personal vulnerability. Stiff-arm a friend who starts getting too close, 
and he’ll withdraw, unless he is particularly secure and committed to the friendship. A committed 
friend will press for transparency. Then it’s our move—we can peel back the mask or continue the 
stiff-arm. Certainly, someone can violate the process of building relationships and come on too 
strong. But transparency must eventually characterize a true friendship.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Do you have anyone with whom you can be vulnerable?  
What would it take for you to be vulnerable with a friend?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 12:19–14:17, Romans 1:1–17, Psalm 9:13–20, Proverbs 19:4–5

Monday—July 11 ■ Betrayed!

If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising against me, I could hide.  But 
it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, with whom I once enjoyed sweet 
fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the worshipers. (Psalm 55:12–14)

I told Jim in confidence how I struggled to like Fred. I just needed to talk it through with someone. 
Two weeks later, a mutual friend said, “I know what you mean about Fred; I have the same 

struggle.” Betrayed! The consequences may not be catastrophic, but the trust is gone. 
Benjamin Franklin said, “Three people can keep a secret, as long as two of them are dead.” It 

seems everyone has at least one confidant—one other person they feel comfortable telling your 
secret. This is prevalent even in Christian circles. Lower-natured gossip often disguises itself as 
Christian concern: “We need to pray for [so and so].” 

Few types of emotional pain wound as savagely as a friend’s betrayal. Trust, transparency, and 
vulnerability are ingredients for true friendships. Avoid betrayal by a friend by laying some ground 
rules together. And if you learn that a friend has betrayed a confidence anyway, try to save the 
friendship by a loving confrontation. If your friend recognizes his error, then you have saved a 
friend. If not, perhaps you’ve saved some heartache in the future.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Have you ever been stung by the betrayal of a close friend?  
How did the experience affect your other relationships?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 11:1–12:18, Acts 28:1–31, Psalm 9:1–12, Proverbs 19:1–3

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—July 8, 9, 10 ■  Too Close for Comfort

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  If 
either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who 

falls and has no one to help them up. (Ecclesiastes 4:9–10)

John led a secret thought life, far different from the image he projected. His lunch meetings with 
his friend Bill brought this lack of integrity to the forefront of his thinking. When Bill asked how 

things were going, John felt Bill somehow peered into his mind. The longer they were friends, the 
more “naked” his thoughts seemed. In reality, he disguised himself completely and totally fooled 
Bill. Yet in time, John started canceling lunches at the last minute, finally avoiding them all together. 
Bill was getting too close for comfort.

Men live with a paradox. We sincerely want close friends, yet we worry that anyone who really got 
to know us wouldn’t like us. If a friend gets too close, we tend to withdraw—we change the subject 
or figure out how to say good-bye. We refuse vulnerability to avoid the risk of rejection. And some 
of us have experienced betrayal, which supports our intention to hold people at arm’s length.

By keeping conversation on a surface level (news, sports, and weather), men don’t have to face 
the pressure of dealing with their weaknesses. That is one problem with friendship. As we become 
closer to someone, we want to share our secrets. We want to be known, to have someone care 
about us and help when we are hurting. And we want to deal with the things that are keeping us 
from becoming the men we really want to be. But we also find another force urging us to hide and 
keep our distance so we won’t get burned.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

From today’s opening paragraph, do you identify more strongly 
with John or with Bill? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 5:18–10:14, Acts 26:1–27:44, Psalm 6:1–8:9, Proverbs 18:20–24
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July 11–17

Friendship meets 
many known and 
unknown needs in our 
lives. 

■■ What needs in 
your life are met 
by friends?

■■ What needs in 
your friends’ lives 
have you helped 
to meet?

■■ Do you have a 
friend who is 
closer than a 
brother? 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—July 15, 16, 17 ■  A Friend Will Listen

I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. (3 John 13–14)

The phone rang, and I answered. As soon as I heard Sid’s tone of voice, I knew our deal was 
off. Somehow I understood it was useless to try persuading him to change his mind. My hands 

trembled as my thoughts raced ahead of his attempt to explain—cash flow, layoffs, all that wasted 
time, the shock of it. How will my company survive? Almost immediately my mind registered my 
need for a true friend. I wonder if Patsy has left the house yet.

Patsy always ate lunch with her sister on Mondays, so I didn’t know if she’d be home. The phone 
rang four times, and I almost hung up, assuming she’d already left. Anguish churned my stomach 
at the thought of not being able to talk right away to my best friend and wife, Patsy. Then she 
answered—relief swept over me. As only a true friend will do, she canceled her plans so she could 
meet me at a local restaurant. She didn’t talk a lot. She just listened. 

We all have times when we desperately need a friend who will simply listen. We don’t need a 
solution. In fact, there may not be a logistical solution. But we do need a compassionate friend who 
will identify with us by sharing our pain. A friend who listens fills that void. In order to have a friend 
like this in a crisis when you desperately need one, you have to build the friendship during the 
normal times of everyday life.  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Sometimes we need a friend who will just listen. Do you have a friend who will “feel” 
for you, without giving you a big lecture? If so, describe that friend. If not, who 
among your current friends would be a good candidate to provide that for you?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 19:1–26:11, Romans 2:25–4:12, Psalm 11:1–13:6, Proverbs 19:10–16

Thursday—July 14 ■  Crystallize Our Thinking

As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. (Proverbs 27:17)

I just need someone to talk to,” he said. “Come on by,” I replied.
For an hour and a half he went on and on. Then, without a moment’s notice, he said, “Thank 

you. You have no idea how much this has meant to me,” and he abruptly left. All I think I said was 
“hello” and “good-bye.”

Think back to a time when you were deeply troubled about something; perhaps you are right 
now. You are filled with anxiety as you try to sort out your thinking. If only I had someone to talk to, 
you wish. That’s what friends are for!

Our minds play tricks on us, but a friend can help by acting as a sounding board. When we talk to 
a friend, we are forced to organize our thoughts into coherent sentences. Verbalizing an issue helps 
to crystallize our thinking in a way no other method of reasoning can accomplish. There is a certain 
kind of discipline in speaking that doesn’t exist in thinking. Often the right answer will reveal itself 
when we “talk it out.”  MIM 25, Chapter 10

Sometimes we need a friend to be a sounding board, helping us verbally sort 
out our thoughts and feelings. Who acts as a sounding board in your life?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 16:37–18:17, Romans 2:1–24, Psalm 10:16–18, Proverbs 19:8–9

Wednesday—July 13 ■  Keep Us on Track

Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses . . . and the 
pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice. (Proverbs 27:6, 9)

I had banked for three years with a certain institution, and still they turned down the first loan for 
which I applied. I was hot! I told everyone who would listen what a terrible deed those bankers 

dealt me. A friend pulled me aside. “In life,” he advised, “if you like what you see, tell your friends. 
If you don’t like what you see, tell the offending party.” I realized I was a fool to tell everyone 
except a person who could respond. The bank’s executive vice president agreed to see me. I shared 
my friend’s words and told him I had come to set things right. He made the loan. Then, for poetic 
justice, I struggled to repay.

Most of us have a frightening capacity to rationalize ourselves into believing our ideas are always 
right. But just because we say something is so doesn’t necessarily make it so. Worse still, our 
ego and pride always lie in wait for a moment of faintheartedness. A friend can keep us on track, 
providing an occasional “reality check” to make sure we are not kidding ourselves.  MIM 25, 
Chapter 10

We all need friends who will give wise advice.  
Whom do you trust to counsel you, sometimes even when you’re not seeking it?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 15:1–16:36, Romans 1:18–32, Psalm 10:1–15, Proverbs 19:6–7
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Wednesday— July 20 ■ Realizing Our True Need

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)

Today’s scripture reminds us that we’ve all “turned to our own way.” This is equally true if you’ve 
wasted your life in the pursuit of pleasure, or if you’ve led an outwardly respectable lifestyle 

with the selfish desire to avoid the consequences of rocking the proverbial boat. As long as you 
think life is about you and you seek fulfillment by doing what you want—whether it is “good” 
stuff or “bad” stuff—eventually your choices will not pay off as you expected. You will end up in a 
personal prison, as your heart begins to die. 

In Jesus’ story of the Prodigal Son, the lost son finally “came to his senses” (Luke 15:17). He 
recognized that he could not choose his own way, and he wanted to change. That’s often an easier 
step for wild men than for good guys. Consequences make their need for rescue more apparent. 
But in reality, we all are doomed without Jesus. The starting place for restoration is in recognizing 
our true need and accepting the offer God gave when He laid our sins on Jesus at the cross.  
—David Delk

Describe a time when your choices did not “pay off” in the way you expected. 
What was your response? Share your experience with your group.

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 1:1–3:17, Romans 6:1–23, Psalm 16:1–11, Proverbs 19:20–21

Thursday— July 21 ■ Come Back to the Father

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there 
is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23–24)

C.S. Lewis once compared us to children who settle for making mud pies on a dirt road because 
we cannot imagine vacationing at the beach. We spend our time being nice, being good 

neighbors and workers, smiling, waving, saying please and thank you. We set our own agenda and 
settle for “good guy things,” rather than pushing for true meaning and fulfillment. What if we really 
did turn our hearts over to God? What if we gave up the need to control—even the need to be 
perceived as a good guy? What if we let God do something greater than we could imagine on our 
own?

Like the Prodigal Son, we all need to return to the Father, trusting Him to lovingly replace our “me 
filter” with His “God filter.” God loves us and wants to rescue us. He wants to change our focus, so 
we stop evaluating everything in terms of self—“how does this impact me?” Instead, we can let God 
lead us in the way of eternal life, teaching us to view circumstances in light of what they mean for 
Him and His glory. —David Delk

Have you ever truly turned your heart over to God? How did your choice affect your life focus?

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 4:1–6:11, Romans 7:1–13, Psalm 17:1–15, Proverbs 19:22–23

Tuesday— July 19 ■ Which Son Was Lost?

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’” (Luke 15:11–12)

Most of us know Jesus’ story about a man with two sons. The younger boy spent his entire 
inheritance to support a wild lifestyle. Clearly, he interpreted life through a “me filter,” 

choosing what he thought would make him happy. It’s less obvious that the older brother, who 
stayed home and worked in the family business, also viewed life through a “me filter.” He had the 
same goal of personal fulfillment, but he believed a different lifestyle would achieve it. He expected 
to be happy if he “did all the right things.” 

Jesus said the younger son “came to his senses” and returned home (v. 17). His father welcomed 
and restored him, saying, “This son of mine was dead and is alive again” (v.24). But the older 
brother refused to come to the party, choosing instead to wallow in his disillusionment. The 
younger son was restored, while the older son remained outside, relationally separated from his 
father and his brother, and totally missing the party. When we choose to continue viewing life 
through a “me filter,” we deliberately choose lost-ness and death over restoration and abundant 
life. —David Delk

Read the entire story of “The Lost Son” in Luke 15:11–31. In verses 25–30, what statements 
reveal the older son’s “me filter”? Which brother do you identify more closely with, and why?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 28:1–29:30, Romans 5:6–21, Psalm 15:1–5, Proverbs 19:18–19

Monday—July 18 ■ Viewing Life through a “Me Filter”

There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12)

Before the digital age, you could put lens filters of various colors or effects on your camera to 
alter the picture. Now you can accomplish the same thing digitally. You can make your photo 

black-and-white or sepia-toned so it looks like it’s from a different era. You can make certain colors 
more vivid than they are naturally. 

Similarly, each person has personal filters affecting his view of reality. Suppose someone carries 
a plate of fresh chocolate chip cookies into a crowded room. One person might immediately smile, 
remembering a loving grandmother treating him to a snack of freshly baked cookies. The next 
person might feel nauseated, because he once ate too many cookies and became sick.

That’s a simple example of how our lenses affect our perception of an event. We all tend to inter-
pret circumstances primarily by how we are affected—not so much by how others are affected. 
When we view life through that “me filter,” we can choose a way that seems right for us, but we 
risk not seeing life as it really is. —David Delk

Describe a situation where you’ve seen two people interpret the same situation in 
very different ways. How would you explain the difference in the viewpoints?

Daily Reading: 1 Chronicles 26:12–27:34, Romans 4:13–5:5, Psalm 14:1–7, Proverbs 19:17
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FOR YOUR SMALL GROUP
July 18–25

Think of two different times 
when you have had a major 
life choice to make.

■■ What were the questions 
you asked yourself as 
you tried to make those 
decisions?

■■ Were those questions 
viewed through a “me 
filter”? What was the 
outcome of those 
decisions?

■■ After reading this week’s 
devotionals, would a 
different perspective 
besides the “me filter” 
have led to a different 
outcome?

 Tuesday—July 26 ■ Have I Disqualified Myself?

To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to 
the pure you show yourself pure, but to the devious you show yourself shrewd. You save 
the humble, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low. (2 Samuel 22:26–28)

Most of us who have walked with Christ for a long time are absolutely convinced of His excel-
lence as the CEO of our lives. We’re not overly concerned about His day-to-day performance, 

because through the course of our lives, He has consistently proved Himself faithful. We do often 
wonder about ourselves. We look at passages like the one featured today, and we say, “I’m not 
blameless. I’m not pure. I’m not even humble!” In our discouragement, we can ask ourselves if we 
have done or will do something that disqualifies us from experiencing the richness of God’s protec-
tion and grace.

Today’s passage was written by someone who committed both adultery and murder. Yet, at the 
end of his life, David’s assessment was that God protected him at every step. Because of that, David 
willingly praised and worshiped and glorified his God. The bottom line is God’s protection doesn’t 
rest on our faithfulness or “perfection,” but rather it depends on God’s mercy.  MIMBS 1

How does it make you feel, to know that God’s protection doesn’t rest 
on your perfection, but rather on His mercy? If you believed this in the 

core of your being, what might you do differently today?

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 17:1–18:34, Romans 9:25–10:13, Psalm 20:1–9, Proverbs 20:2–3

 Monday—July 25 ■ A Performance Evaluation

David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his 
enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said: “The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my 
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.” (2 Samuel 22:1–3)

A CEO’s success or failure rests on many factors. He or she might not have the right vision, the 
right strategy, the right people, or the right markets. Several years ago Fortune magazine ran 

an article based on research about CEOs who had been fired. Fundamentally, the article indicated 
their failures came down to one issue—a lack of performance. They simply didn’t execute their 
responsibilities in a way that met expectations.

Most of us who follow Christ would agree that He is the CEO of our faith. And yet, when we 
examine our daily experience, many times it may look like our faith isn’t working. In fact, we might 
even be tempted to say our CEO simply isn’t executing according to our expectations. If we’re 
really following Christ, that means we’ve bet everything on the idea that Christianity is true. So if 
this is all a cruel hoax, we’re toast. King David faced similar issues and doubts. Yet after a particu-
larly difficult event, David recorded his performance evaluation of God. He said God had proven His 
effectiveness as a protector.  MIMBS 1

Describe a time when God “showed up” in a situation, clearly demonstrating 
His faithfulness to you. Share your experience with your group.

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 14:1–16:14, Romans 9:1–24, Psalm 19:1–14, Proverbs 20:1

Friday/Saturday/Sunday— July 22, 23, 24 ■ Our Dog Bowman

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5–6)

Our dog Bowman is a pretty unique mutt. He’s gigantic, he has long limbs, and he’s extremely 
active. We almost lost him when he was a puppy, because we were either going to kill him or 

give him away. If you’ve had puppies in your house, you’ll understand what I mean—he was always 
jumping and running, and every time he escaped through the front door, he ran from house to 
house, chasing cars and barking.

By the time Bowman was about 16 months old, we had spent significant time training him. At that 
age, when Bowman was outside barking at a squirrel or something, we’d open the door and tell him 
to come inside. He’d look at us, and you could almost see what he was thinking. “Do I want to keep 
doing what I want? Or do I want to do what my master says?” It was fascinating, because it seemed 
like you really could see the tug-of-war going on inside of him. Every time we gave a command, 
he had to make a choice. More and more often, he would put aside what he wanted so he could do 
what we wanted. Our desires eventually became his priority.

Having a “God filter” simply means we see God’s desires as more important than our own. We all 
experience similar things in life—things like accidents or injuries or diseases or deaths or job losses. 
Our mental filters determine how we respond to both positive and negative situations. Will we lean 
on our own understanding? Or will we trust God enough to stop focusing on how our circumstances 
affect us, and start asking how they can bring glory to God? —David Delk

Name one situation in your life that you’ve been seeing through a “me filter.” Maybe it’s 
something in your marriage, your workplace, or something with a friend or neighbor or child. 

Are you willing to surrender that issue to God and to trust Him rather than leaning on your own 
understanding? If so, write a prayer expressing your desire to bring God glory in that situation.

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 6:12–13:22, Romans 7:14–8:39, Psalm 18:1–50, Proverbs 19:24–29
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July 26–31

Read aloud Psalm 
18:30 in several easy-
to-understand versions 
or translations (New 
Living Translations, The 
Message, New King 
James Version)

■■ How is God’s way 
described in that 
verse?

■■ How is God’s Word 
described in that 
verse?

■■ Who does God 
shield and protect? 
How should this 
change your 
perspective?

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—July 29, 30, 31 ■ God’s Intervention

 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to his 
anointed, to David and his descendants forever. (2 Samuel 22: 51)

In 1910, a chauffeur was driving a wealthy, influential businessman through a small Midwestern 
town when he noticed a number of boys running down the street. One boy lagged behind, drag-

ging a club foot. The businessman went on to his meeting, but he asked the chauffeur to find 
the boy’s parents and tell them a benefactor would pay for an operation for the boy’s foot. The 
chauffeur did as his boss requested. He had some trouble convincing the parents that the offer 
was legitimate, but he finally was successful. It turned out the boy needed several surgeries, which 
required him to travel to a city a few hours away. So the boy, whose name was Jimmy, got to know 
the chauffeur pretty well as they drove back and forth.

Finally, after five operations, Jimmy was able to walk normally. When they arrived back home, 
Jimmy asked the chauffeur to wait in the car, and he told his family to wait at the front door. “Don’t 
come to me,” he said. “I’ll come to you.” And he walked without any difficulty to his front door. 
Later, as the chauffeur related the details of the homecoming to his employer, the benefactor 
brushed away tears and told the chauffeur to return at Christmastime and take the whole family 
shopping for shoes. The chauffeur did these kinds of things regularly for his employer, Henry Ford, 
who was an incredibly generous benefactor, helping dozens of people in anonymous ways.

God protects us over and over again, but He often does it anonymously. David had many trials, 
but God protected him. David didn’t earn that protection, but God granted it out of His great mercy 
and love.  MIMBS 1

Take a few moments to write a brief psalm of praise to God, describing 
some ways you’ve seen His intervention in difficult times.

Reading: 2 Chronicles 24:1–29:36, Romans 12:1–14:23, Psalm 22:19–24:10, Proverbs 20:8–12
Thursday—July 28 ■ A Consecrated Life

You, LORD, are my lamp; the LORD turns my darkness into light. With your help I can 
advance against a troop; with my God I can scale a wall. (2 Samuel 22:29–30)

Throughout 2 Samuel 22, David describes ways God has shown His faithfulness. In response to 
God’s faithfulness, David committed to living a consecrated life. He said God turns darkness 

into light, giving both protection and guidance. Then he noted that God was the source of his 
ability.

Like David, we all can choose to be faithful to the best of our ability, under the Holy Spirit’s tute-
lage and strength. Consecration doesn’t require perfection in our own strength. It requires effort, 
but the empowerment comes through the Holy Spirit.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, an anti-Nazi dissident in WWII Germany, observed, “If you have boarded 
the wrong train, it doesn’t do any good to run fast from the front of the train toward the back of 
the train. It’s still going in the wrong direction.” If you’ve been trying to earn God’s protection, 
then you’re on the wrong train. God’s protection doesn’t rest on human faithfulness. But instead, 
we become more faithful when we bring ourselves under God’s protection. Surrender your life 
completely to God and allow Him to empower you to lead a consecrated life.  MIMBS 1

In your own words, explain how a person can lead a consecrated life.  
Ask another man for his thoughts.

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 21:1–23:21, Romans 11:13–36, Psalm 22:1–18, Proverbs 20:7

Wednesday—July 27 ■ God’s Protection

Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we 
endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are 

faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself. (2 Timothy 2:11–13)

You’ve probably heard a prayer like this: 

Lord, I am proud to say so far today, I’ve got along alright. I have not gossiped, whined or 
bragged or had a single fight. I haven’t lost my temper once or criticized my mate. I haven’t 
lied or cried or loudly cursed my faith. So far today I have not one time been grumpy or 
morose. I have not been spiteful, cold, vain, self-centered or verbose. But, Lord, I am going 
to need Your help throughout the hours ahead, so give me all Your strength, dear Lord, as 
now I get out of bed.

We all have moments when our actions or attitudes do not show that God is our “CEO.” The 
gospel reminds us that God doesn’t protect us because we are faithful, but rather, we grow in our 
faithfulness because He protects us. If we are in relationship with God through Jesus Christ, one day 
we will examine our lives and see that, even when we have been faithless, He has remained faithful, 
because that’s who He is.  MIMBS 1

How have you grown in your faithfulness to God as you have responded to what He 
is doing on your behalf? What specific changes can you point to in your life?

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 19:1–20:37, Romans 10:14–11:12, Psalm 21:1–13, Proverbs 20:4–6
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Thursday—August 4 ■ Redefining What We Need

Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your 
way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteous reward 

shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. (Psalm 37:4–6)

By phone, an out-of-town investment partner reviewed with me the terms of a good-sized 
transaction I was negotiating with a third party. After discussing the potential contract for over 

an hour, he said, “This is what business is all about! I wish I could be there with you to negotiate—I 
love the rush!”

Most men who do like their jobs enjoy the exhilaration of the deal or the satisfaction of 
completing a project. God created us with that capacity, enabling us to feel His pleasure in our 
work. But many of us succumb to the temptation of living for the deal itself. We become “deal 
junkies”—living to please ourselves. We go from one deal fix to the next, searching for contentment 
but never finding it. 

The thrill takes on new meaning when we do it for God’s glory. There is more to job contentment 
than shooting up on adrenaline. Contentment comes as we realign our focus, learning to take 
delight in God, and trusting Him to enrich our lives as He leads us according to His loving desires 
for us.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

If you’ve already found job contentment through redefining your need, how did you 
accomplish that? And if you haven’t started the process yet, or if you’re working 

through it, how will you know when you’ve “arrived” at your desired destination?

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 35:1–36:23, 1 Corinthians 1:1–17, Psalm 27:1–6, Proverbs 20:20–21

Wednesday—August 3 ■ Is Work Cursed?

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden 
to work it and take care of it. (Genesis 2:15)

From the verse quoted above, you can see that God established work as a holy pursuit from the 
very beginning. Later, when Satan tempted Adam and Eve and they succumbed, God cursed the 

ground and prescribed that “through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life” 
(Genesis 3:17). Clearly the ground is cursed, not work. Work remains a holy vocation—it is how God 
intended us to occupy our time in the perfection of His creation plan. The holiness of vocation is as 
close to the fabric of Christianity as the dye is to the cloth.

Given that reality, why are so many men dissatisfied with their work? Frankly, the secret of job 
contentment is not getting what you want, but redefining what you need. The distinction between 
wants and needs has always been an integral part of Christianity. Most men think only of what they 
want, and they remain discontented. Others redefine their needs, choosing to live in a way that 
pleases God. Those men feel His pleasure in their work choices.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Do you live as if work resulted from the fall of man? Since it is the ground that 
was cursed and not work, how should this affect your view of work?

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 33:14–34:33, Romans 16:10–27, Psalm 26:1–12, Proverbs 20:19 

Tuesday—August 2 ■ If Only

But godliness with contentment is great gain. (1 Timothy 6:6)

Gallup’s 2013 “State of the American Workplace” report indicates 70 percent of working 
Americans don’t find their work rewarding. The statistics reveal what most of us already know. 

The workplace exudes discontent.
Most men don’t prioritize God’s pleasure, so contentment remains elusive and mysterious. Their 

“if onlys” betray their lack of satisfaction. 
“If only I got that promotion.” 
“If only that big deal didn’t fall through.”
“If only, if only, if only . . . ”
A man lacking a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction in his work tends to be unhappy every-

where. Many men forego contentment, because they don’t understand God’s will for their vocation. 
They don’t learn to enjoy what they do, but instead work on in dissatisfaction so they can maintain 
a lifestyle, impress other people, please family, build an empire, acquire things, or live out their 
fantasies. Other men, eager to do God’s will, mistakenly view a “secular” vocation as an unholy 
pursuit. In reality, God doesn’t divide life into “secular” and “holy.” Any legitimate job can be holy, 
if it is done in a way that pleases God.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

What work tasks give you a deep sense of personal satisfaction?  
How do they affect your level of contentment in all of life? 

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 32:1–33:13, Romans 15:23–16:9, Psalm 25:16–22, Proverbs 20:16–18 

Monday—August 1 ■ Do You Know What You Are Chasing?

 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

The Oscar-winning movie Chariots of Fire highlights differences between two world-class 
athletes, Harold Abrahams and Eric Liddell, in their quest to excel in the 1924 Olympics. 

Everything Abrahams did was for himself, while everything Liddell did was for God’s glory.
Eric’s sister, Jennie, pressed him to give up running and return to the mission field in China, where 

they both were born and their parents lived. One day Jennie confronted Eric for missing a mission 
meeting. As they walked to a grassy spot overlooking the Scottish highlands, Liddell clutched his 
sister’s arms, saying, “You’ve got to understand. I believe God made me for a purpose—for China. 
But He also made me fast! And when I run, I feel His pleasure!”

In sharp contrast, a later scene depicting Abrahams getting a rubdown just one hour before the 
final race, shows him lamenting to his best friend, “I’m 24, and I’ve never known contentment. I’m 
forever in pursuit, and I don’t even know what it is I’m chasing.” Both men won a gold medal, but 
only one of them enjoyed it.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Do you feel God’s pleasure in what you do or, like Abrahams, 
does contentment elude you? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: 2 Chronicles 30:1–31:21, Romans 15:1–22, Psalm 25:1–15, Proverbs 20:13–15 
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August 1–7

Read aloud the 
devotional from 
page 28 titled, “If 
Only.” 

■■ How would you 
describe your 
current work 
experience?

■■ What gives you 
satisfaction at 
work?

■■ How is God 
using you at 
your job? 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—August 5, 6, 7 ■  Redefining Our Ambition

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and 
work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. (1 Thessalonians 4:11–12)

I entered the business world totally pursuing my own ambitions. When I dedicated myself to Christ, 
I asked Him to bless my aspirations. But they remained my plans, not God’s. When something 

blocked me from a goal, I simply sought a way around the obstacle rather than considering God 
might be saying “no.”

When the Tax Reform Act of 1986 passed, my ambitions collided with the disappearance of the 
real estate equity market. As large development projects went unfunded, I saw my goals slipping 
away. My personal ambition collided with God’s plan for my life, and the glory days gave way to 
agonizing months of laying people off, slashing expenses, and contacting lenders. In the previous 
seven years, I had borrowed wheelbarrows full of money. Eventually I spent another seven years 
satisfying all those debts.

Through that process, I learned the secret of job contentment by redefining my ambition. What I 
had wanted was an ever-expanding business, but what I needed was to crucify my ambition. Since 
then, I’ve been a lot quieter, minding my own business and working “hands-on” in business—and 
now ministry. As a result of that seven-year wilderness experience, I decided I wasn’t making 
anymore plans for myself. My contentment rests in knowing what I need. I’ve redefined my ambi-
tion, and now I intend to do whatever God wants me to do.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1, 7, 9–12. Based on that passage, what should 
be “more and more” the ambition of a genuine Christian?

Daily Reading: Ezra 1:1–6:22, 1 Corinthians 1:18–3:23, Psalm 27:7–29:11, Proverbs 20:22–27 
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Advice to a Young Man About to Enter the Workforce

FIELD STAFF SPEAKS OUT 
WORK ADVICE 
FOR YOUNG MEN 

 Be a learner, work smart, pray hard, 
love your family, and be humble but confi-
dent. —Bob Ryan, Arkansas 

 It is good to find work that you are 
passionate about, but do not let yourself be 
defined by your job. Find your identity in 
the fact that you are a unique creation of 
God. Work hard at your job to be a reflec-
tion of your creator. 
—Chris Ackerson, Tennessee

 There will always be greater and lesser 
people in your life and work. Treat them 
all the same to allow your integrity, honor 
and respect to shine before all men.  
—Randy Williams, Michigan

 Be honest, trustworthy, dependable and 
humble. —Steve Hess, Ohio

 Be patient and teachable. Every job has 
frustrations. Don’t be quick to abandon 
ship and start over because of a foolish 
knee-jerk reaction. —Tim Burnett, Ohio

 Show up on time. Dress well. Pass 
your drug test. Be an active listener. Stay 
focused. Do what you’re told.  
—Wayne Morgret, Ohio

 As you will undoubtedly encounter 
obstacles, don’t be known as the one who 
only complains. Better to be known for 
correctly identifying the problem and, if 
possible, offer a reasonable solution and 
be able to submit to your superiors if your 
resolution isn’t chosen.  
—Wayne Burroughs, New York

 Surround yourself with strong Christian 
men that will hold you to the standards of 
being an ambassador of the kingdom. Do 
your job well and do it as if you’re doing it 
For God himself. —Reed Rideout, Ohio

 God promises to give us the desires 
of our hearts. So, think...what is driving 
you? Your heart’s desire aligned with your 
“favorite transferable skills” will allow you 
to stand head and shoulders above the 
competition. —Mike Heller

 It is likely that the most difficult thing 
you will have to do all day long is to get 
out of bed and be on time…don’t screw 
that up and you’ll do great.  
—Chris Staley, Maryland

We asked our Field Staff, “If you were going to give one piece of advice to a 
young man about to enter the work force, what would that advice be?” Here’s 
what they had to say:
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Thursday—August 11 ■ Redefining Our Role

Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the 
other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, those of you 

who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. (Luke 14:31–33)

Steve sold his 80-employee company but stayed on as a branch manager. Although Steve’s role 
changed under the new authority structure, most people never noticed the change of owner-

ship, because there was no visible alteration. Steve’s decision parallels today’s scripture. An ancient 
king who lost a battle faced death. But if he surrendered, the opposing king would leave him in 
place. The authority structure would be completely altered, even without any visible change in 
daily operations.

Jesus concluded by saying, “In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you 
have cannot be my disciples.” This implies that, when we “surrender” everything to Christ, He 
essentially leaves us in place to rule over what has been willingly surrendered. Essentially, we sell 
out to Jesus but remain as the branch manager. He becomes the final authority, sets policy, and 
determines goals—and we report to Him. True job contentment is found in redefining our role from 
owner to manager. God becomes the owner, but He asks us to remain as the branch manager and 
look after His business.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Prayerfully list some specific action steps you believe God wants you to take to align yourself with 
today’s passage: “Those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.”

Daily Reading: Nehemiah 1:1–3:14, 1 Corinthians 7:1–24, Psalm 31:19–24, Proverbs 21:4

Wednesday—August 10 ■ Who’s the Boss?

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye 
is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 

Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:22–24)

Employment is just one of many areas where our desire to “call our own shots” collides with 
God’s plan for our lives. True job contentment requires us to submit to God’s plans rather 

than asserting our own independence. Of course, we still have earthly bosses, either employers or 
customers, but God is the ultimate boss. 

Shortly after going into business for myself, my partner and I dedicated our company to God. I 
read a book, God Owns My Business, by Stanley Tam. My partner read it as well, and he was equally 
excited. So we called a board of directors meeting and went to Burger King for lunch (that’s the 
only place we could afford to eat). We made God the senior partner, and we became the junior 
partners. Then we endeavored to run our decisions by Him—not perfectly, but we tried. After my 
partner sold out to me five years later, I continued with God at the helm. We still worked hard, 
but we were content, knowing He was the boss and trusting Him to meet our needs.  MIM 25, 
Chapter 6

When it comes to your employment, who is your ultimate boss?  
How is that reflected in your daily decisions? Talk this over with your group.

Daily Reading: Ezra 10:1–44, 1 Corinthians 6:1–20, Psalm 31:9–18, Proverbs 21:3 

Tuesday—August 9 ■ The Comfort of Knowing We’re in God’s Will

 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:26–27)

Today’s scripture reminds us that the Holy Spirit teaches us and reminds us of everything Christ 
told us (see John 14:26). In a mysterious, unexplainable way, He tells us when we are in God’s 

will. He can bring peace, even when our emotions seem overwhelmed with sorrow. You’ve heard of 
“sweet” sorrow? 

The Holy Spirit is the author of sweet sorrow. In the depths of calamity, pain, anguish, and 
suffering, He ministers to us and tells us that what we are facing is part of God’s plan for our life. As 
the apostle Paul noted, a person who trusts Christ can rest in the knowledge that, no matter what 
happens, God has a plan to work our circumstances for good rather than evil (see Romans 8:28). 

With that assurance, we can rest in great comfort, regardless of what’s happening around us. 
Even when we cannot see a light at the end of the tunnel, and even though our emotions are 
frayed, because of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives, we can experience peace that the world 
cannot duplicate.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Read Romans 8:28 and explain how the principles expressed in that verse 
contribute to a sense of comfort and well-being, even when “we cannot 

see light at the end of the tunnel,” and “our emotions are frayed.”

Daily Reading: Ezra 8:21–9:15, 1 Corinthians 5:1–13, Psalm 31:1–8, Proverbs 21:1–2 

Monday—August 8 ■ Contentment in Hard Times

I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living 

in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength. (Philippians 4:11–13)

In today’s passage, the apostle Paul indicated that he learned the secret of being content, regard-
less of circumstances. Similarly, in my hardest time, when my personal ambitions crumbled, I 

discovered that external conditions don’t determine my contentment. My faith and trust in God 
could set my internal thermostat for serenity, regardless of what was happening around me. 
Obviously no sane and sober person will always be bubbly in difficulty, but we don’t have to give in 
to discontentment either.

Even in my darkest hours, when it seemed the full force of my adversaries and my own sins 
would surely crush me, I experienced peace, knowing I was in the center of God’s will. This became 
increasingly real to me as I humbled myself, confessed, and redefined my ambition. This peace 
came even when I was still under the heavy hand of God’s discipline. If we are in the center of God’s 
will for our lives, we can bear up under any amount of stress. But when we are out of God’s will, 
even unbridled success can taste sour and bitter.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

This devotional notes that “faith and trust in God could set my internal thermostat 
for serenity, regardless of what was happening around me.” How can you apply that 

understanding in your current circumstances? Share your thoughts with another man.

Daily Reading: Ezra 7:1–8:20, 1 Corinthians 4:1–21, Psalm 30:1–12, Proverbs 20:28–30 
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August 8–14

Read aloud the 
devotional from 
above, “A Daily 
Surrender.”

■■ Do you have 
plans you have 
created for 
work and life?

■■ Did you pray 
about that 
plan and ask 
God to show 
you His plan?

■■ Is your plan 
choking off 
God’s plan? 

Tuesday — August 16 ■ Defining Life

For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. (1 Timothy 4:4–5)

Your view of life affects how you think, what you do and don‘t do, what ticks you off; it impacts 
every one of your key relationships, especially with God. So what is your definition of life? 

Because we were forged to be free, and everything God created is good, here’s a definition of life 
to consider: Life is a gift to enjoy and an adventure to embrace. 

Many Christian men follow Christ out of a boring sense of duty. They’re bored, and frankly, they’re 
boring! Others follow Jesus out of fear. Or in a dogged self-salvation project. That’s no way to live. 

Life from the beginning, and in Christ, is a gift and an adventure. Since Adam and Eve’s rebellion, 
the joy and the adventure are more difficult for sure. But Jesus said: “I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). God has broken into history repeatedly since the Fall, and 
profoundly in Christ, to reveal His universal rule: holiness and mercy. His plans for life still stand. 
Enjoy life and embrace it as an adventure as you follow Christ! —Pete Alwinson

How could the above definition of life change your view of God? How 
can it impact how you influence your wife and children? 

Daily Reading: Nehemiah 11:1–12:26, 1 Corinthians 10:14–33, Psalm 34:11–22, Proverbs 21:14–16

Monday —August 15 ■ Born to be Wild, Forged to be Free!

 And God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31)

In 1968 Steppenwolf recorded the song that defined an age and birthed heavy metal music. “Born 
to Be Wild” was an instant and timeless hit. A lot of guys crank it up when it comes on the radio. 

Some may feel guilty for liking that song but it taps deep into who we are as men. Fact is, you 
were born to be wild! Check out Psalm 51:5 and you’ll see that King David could only explain his sin 
trifecta—adultery/murder/cover up—in 2 Samuel 11–12 like this: “I’m a born sinner.” True enough, for 
you and me too.

We are rebels from birth. But we were originally forged to be free. Freedom is better than wild-
ness! Wildness always brings trouble, but we were created by our Father to be perfect men living 
without any hindrances. It all went bad with the Fall of course, but what did Jesus accomplish on 
the cross? Freedom from wildness (sin) and freedom to be real men experiencing real life. That’s 
good for us to know and great for us to tell other people. Wildness brings death, freedom brings 
life. —Pete Alwinson

Do you prefer being wild or being free? How about the guys you know; what do they prefer? 
How could your friends benefit from knowing that Jesus could set them free from wildness? 

Daily Reading: Nehemiah 9:22–10:39, 1 Corinthians 9:19–10:13, Psalm 34:1–10, Proverbs 21:13

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—August 12, 13, 14 ■  A Daily Surrender

Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 

What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, 
you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” (James 4:13–15)

After 15 years of striving to be known for excellence as a business planner, I came to a startling 
realization. When we strive to control the future with our own plans, we choke off God’s plans 

for our future. I believe we can trust Him to reveal His plan as we surrender ourselves to Him, one 
day at a time. He wants us to redefine our ambition, our boss, and our role and surrender to Him 
completely—one day at a time. Jesus Himself told His followers, “Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 
6:34). 

When the rush of adrenaline flows through our veins for a meeting that goes especially well, a 
project that’s completed with excellence, a big deal that closes, or that great feeling at the end 
of a day well spent, let’s remember the source of such pleasure—work is a holy vocation. True 
job contentment comes naturally as we submit to God’s leadership and allow Him to redefine our 
needs, our ambitions, and our role. When we pursue His purposes on a daily basis, the sum total 
of our experience will ultimately lead to contentment and satisfaction that is not dependent on 
circumstances.  MIM 25, Chapter 6

Today’s devotional notes, “When we strive to control the future with our own 
plans, we choke off God’s plans for our future.” Where have you seen that 

happen in your own life or in someone else’s life? What is the remedy? 

Daily Reading: Nehemiah 3:15–9:21, 1 Corinthians 7:25–9:18, Psalm 32:1–33:22, Proverbs 21:5–12
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August 15–21

Describe the 
relationship you 
had with your 
dad.

■■ When you 
think about 
the way your 
dad led the 
family, what 
do you want 
to emulate?

■■ What do you 
want to do 
differently?

Fri/Sat/Sun—August 19, 20, 21 ■ Dad Adventures and Major Impact

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

A few days from now I will get up at 4 a.m. and drive to a trail head in Colorado. By sunrise, 
we will start climbing up a “14’er”: a 14,000+ foot mountain. I’ve done three of them (out of 

Colorado’s 54), so I know what to expect. It’s a demanding challenge; an exhilarating adventure for 
Floridians used to sea level to fight through much thinner air to the top of a stunning mountain. It’s 
one of the ultimate adventures for me; I can’t get enough. 

All of our earthly adventures as men are but illustrations of the infinitely (yes I said, “infinitely”) 
greater adventure of enjoying and serving God, allowing Him to build our manhood and marriage 
and being granted the tear-choking honor of building children and impacting our world with the 
gospel. Coming from a broken home, I love being a dad, stepping into the chaos of unformed lives 
and begging the Lord to help me love and develop them well. 

Hunter (4) and Riley (3) just left our house. My wife is teaching them to swim. Riley mimics every-
thing her brother Hunter does. When Hunter’s dad Creston comes home, Hunter’s eyes are like 
saucers as he takes in and mimics his dad. There is hardly a rival for the joy of developing children. 

At some point a man’s adventure has to go outside himself (manhood exploration) and his family 
to others. As one thinker put it: “Spreading the gospel without words is like trying to feed the 
hungry without food.” Men, step forward into the great adventure! Build your children! Speak the 
gospel to your friends. Risk it! —Pete Alwinson 

Ask yourself: As a dad, what do I want to do differently in my family than I grew up 
with? What new patterns do I want to lead our family to? Discuss with some brothers 

how Jesus has changed your view of life and given you new direction in life.

Daily Reading: Esther 4:1–10:3, Job 1:1–3:26, 1 Corinthians 12:1–14:17, 
Psalm 36:1–37:29, Proverbs 21:21–26 Thursday —August 18 ■ Adventures in Manhood and Marriage

 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1, NASB)

Once you adopt the view that life is a gift to enjoy and an adventure to embrace, everything 
changes. Instead of being insecure about my failings as a man, in Christ I am totally accepted, 

forgiven and free as the Father’s son to face my inadequacies and dive head-on into the adventure 
of figuring out and growing in biblical manhood. Because of Jesus, you can enjoy being a man and 
by His power can be the man that Christ—not culture—desires. What a gift to be a man; what an 
adventure to explore true manhood! 

Marriage is also designed to be a great joy and a great adventure. It’s because of Jesus that 
marriage can be transformed from duty to a joy and adventure where a man learns how to listen, 
love and lead his wife well, even if it means at times he will fail or face disagreement. After all, a 
real man is a spiritual leader, and leaders do what is right and good for those they lead, not always 
what is popular. Enjoy and embrace the adventure as you explore and develop your manhood and 
marriage! —Pete Alwinson

If you became a more biblical man, what impact might that have on your non-Christian 
friends? Would viewing your marriage as a joyful adventure draw you back to 

fighting for your wife’s heart? Share your thoughts with your group.

Daily Reading: Esther 1:1–3:15, 1 Corinthians 11:17–34, Psalm 35:17–28, Proverbs 21:19–20

Wednesday —August 17 ■ What the Bible is All About

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.. . . In him was life, and the life was the light of all mankind. (John 1:1, 4)

Read your Bible!” How many times have you heard that from your pastor or Bible teacher? 
Millions. Me too. Said it myself for years. We men do need to read the Bible, but we first need 

to know why the Bible is so important to read. What’s it all about anyway? 
It is good to have a simple, biblical and motivating grip on the purpose of the Bible. If we have 

that grip, or are gripped by the Bible’s purpose, we might read it more. Catch this: the Bible is 
about explaining and restoring true life! Like no other book it tells us how we got here, how life got 
messed up, and how God reveals His incredible greatness by continually breaking in to show His 
rule and give us hope by calling His people closer to Him, which is true life. 

Explaining and restoring life. That’s the central focus that ties the Book together. Life’s greatest 
gift and biggest adventure is God Himself. And we find Him tucked into the gold-stocked repository 
of the Bible. If you find God, you find a gift and adventure without equal. —Pete Alwinson

Do you like treasure hunting? Why not view the Bible as the great adventure 
hunt to find and meet the God who loves you and can make your life way better? 

How might your view of the Bible change your outreach to others?

Daily Reading: Nehemiah 12:27–13:31, 1 Corinthians 11:1–16, Psalm 35:1–16, Proverbs 21:17–18 
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Thursday—August 25 ■ Trusting and Taking Responsibility

But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that the 
repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very 
angry. They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 
But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. (Nehemiah 4:7–9)

The Book of Nehemiah shows a repeated pattern. Israel’s enemies oppose the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem’s wall. Nehemiah leads his Hebrew brothers to pray and trust God, but also to take 

responsibility to finish their task. All of Scripture teaches the wisdom of this balance. Proverbs 21:31, 
for instance, says, “The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord.” 
We do our part. In contemporary language, we do the business plan, make the sales calls, and 
provide the service. But we trust God for the results.

Even daily living is a balance of faith and effort. Scripture teaches that salvation is totally based 
on faith and not on works, but it also indicates that faith should change our behavior. The Book of 
James asks an important question: “What good is it . . . if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds?” The writer adds, “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my 
deeds” (James 2:14, 18). In every respect, the Christian life requires faith that results in effort. 
  MIMBS 2

James 2:26 says, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
deeds is dead.” How are you revealing that your faith is alive, through 

the balance of faith and effort in your daily lifestyle choices?

Daily Reading: Job 16:1–19:29, 1 Corinthians 16:1–24, Psalm 40:1–10, Proverbs 22:1

Wednesday—August 24 ■ Balancing Faith and Effort

Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them 
over as plunder in a land of captivity. Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from 

your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders. So we rebuilt the wall till all 
of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart. (Nehemiah 4:4–6)

Nehemiah faced a verbal assault from those who opposed his project of helping the Israelites to 
rebuild the wall. He did not allow himself to be distracted. As you can see in today’s passage, 

Nehemiah responded to this opposition by balancing faith and effort. His prayer shows that he 
totally depended on and trusted God’s ability to deal with the opposition. And then, he moved 
forward with the part of the task that he and his team were able to do. They continued working 
“with all their heart” toward the goal of rebuilding the wall.

St. Augustine, and many since him, noted that we should pray as if everything depends on God, 
and work as if everything depends on us. Obviously, that statement can be taken to an illogical 
extreme. But the simple fact is a farmer will not reap a crop by simply praying about it. He must 
plant some seeds. Nehemiah understood the balance of faith and effort. When faced with opposi-
tion, he prayed and he worked.  MIMBS 2

Describe a situation you are facing that requires you to work hard,  
and to trust God for the results. Share your thoughts with your group.

Daily Reading: Job 12:1–15:35, 1 Corinthians 15:29–58, Psalm 39:1–13, Proverbs 21:30–31 

Tuesday—August 23 ■ Expect Opposition

When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly 
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, 

he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer 
sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of 
rubble—burned as they are?” Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are 

building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!” (Nehemiah 4:1–3)

Many men assume that if they are pursuing God’s will everything in their lives will go smoothly. 
Then suddenly they encounter a crisis, or they run into someone who doesn’t like what they’re 

doing, and they don’t know how to handle it. Scriptural examples like Nehemiah demonstrate 
that when we respond to God’s calling we should expect opposition. Nehemiah was living in exile, 
serving a foreign king, when he felt called to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the protective walls 
around the city. As soon as the enemies of Israel heard what was happening, they showed up to 
oppose and ridicule the effort.

Scripture does not indicate that Nehemiah was surprised by their verbal assault. He barely even 
responded to it. He was not distracted from the task at hand. Nehemiah knew something that 
the rest of us must learn. If you are doing God’s will, don’t allow yourself to be surprised. Instead, 
expect opposition.  MIMBS 2

Think of a time in your past when you experienced challenges, even though you 
were in God’s will. Were you surprised by the situation? And if so, how would 

it have changed your response if you had expected the opposition?

Daily Reading: Job 8:1–11:20, 1 Corinthians 15:1–28, Psalm 38:1–22, Proverbs 21:28–29 

Monday—August 22 ■ Great Men Often Face Great Challenges

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Life’s challenges come in many forms. You might be enduring a family feud related to settling 
a will. You might be engaged in a power struggle with your wife, related to child rearing. Your 

neighbor might be driving you nuts. Or you might be stymied by a work situation, like a vendor 
who won’t pay his bill. Once, when Man in the Mirror was facing a particularly difficult financial 
challenge, a potential donor told me, “I believe if God is working, the money will be there.” He 
implied that, if we didn’t have the resources we needed, then God must not be working in our 
ministry. That simply wasn’t an accurate assumption. 

Challenges don’t necessarily mean you are out of God’s will. Consider the biblical men you admire 
most—maybe Abraham, Moses, Joseph, David, Daniel, the apostle Paul. They had great passion 
for God, were called to perform specific tasks, and still they endured seasons of great difficulty. If 
you’re in a challenging season, don’t give up. Jesus told us to expect trouble, but He also reminded 
us that He has overcome the world.  MIMBS 2

Jesus Himself warned us that we would have trouble in this life. How does that affect your 
view of the challenges you currently are facing? Share your thoughts with some other men.

Daily Reading: Job 4:1–7:21, 1 Corinthians 14:18–40, Psalm 37:30–40, Proverbs 21:27
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FOR YOUR SMALL GROUP
August 22–28

Take a few minutes 
to reflect on your 
life story. In 3 words 
for each item, try to 
sum up:

■■ Your childhood

■■ Your young 
adult life

■■ Your present 
reality

■■ How would 
you like to be 
remembered?

Tuesday—August 30 ■  Who Is God?

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways,” declares the LORD. (Isaiah 55:8)

What is the difference between the God you want and the God who is? Does the God you want 
fix your problems, give you success, keep you well, feed everyone, share your political views 

and keep you young? 
What about the God who is? The Bible tells us He is the Creator, all-knowing, just, loving, the 

beginning and the end and much more. 
We see the difference between the God we want and the God who is when things in our life don’t 

go the way we planned. When we have followed what we believe to be the rules and it doesn’t 
result in the outcome we expected, we can question ourselves and God.

There is a God we want and there is a God who is. They are not the same God. The turning point 
in our lives is when we stop seeking the God we want and start seeking the God who is.  PM, 
Chapter 4

When was the last time you took a time-out to reflect upon and examine your life?  
Can you schedule a time in the next few weeks?

Daily Reading: Job 34:1–36:33, 2 Corinthians 4:1–12, Psalm 44:1–8, Proverbs 22:10–12

Monday—August 29 ■ Relative vs. Absolute

The worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word. (Matthew 13:22)

Cultural Christianity” can be described as seeking the God we want instead of the God who is. 
Cultural Christians tend to be shallow in their understanding of God, wanting Him to be a 

gentle grandfather who spoils them and lets them have their own way.
We sense a need for God, but on our own terms. We want the God we have underlined in our 

Bibles without wanting the rest of Him, too. We want God relative instead of God absolute.
Men who are cultural Christians read their Bibles with an agenda, if they read them at all. They 

decide in advance what they want, and then read their Bibles looking for evidence to support the 
decisions they have already made. In short, they follow the part of God they like instead of all of 
God there is. They like it when God talks about self-improvement. But they shy away from the parts 
of Scripture that talk about self-denial. The problem is that the gospel of Cultural Christianity is not 
the real gospel at all!  PM, Chapter 4

Using Matthew 13:22–23, how would you talk with another man about the 
difference between cultural Christianity and biblical Christianity?

Daily Reading: Job 31:1–33:33, 2 Corinthians 3:1–18, Psalm 43:1–5, Proverbs 22:8–9

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—August 26, 27, 28 ■ Don’t Lose Faith 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:12–14)

Good to Great, a management book by Jim Collins, includes the example of Admiral Jim 
Stockdale, the highest ranking military officer held as a prisoner in the “Hanoi Hilton” during 

the Vietnam conflict. Stockdale, a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient, was tortured repeatedly 
in his eight years as a prisoner. Collins asked the admiral how he endured the experience. Stockdale 
responded that he “never lost faith in the end of the story.” He added, “I never doubted not only 
that I would get out, but also that I would prevail . . . and turn the experience into the defining event 
of my life, which, in retrospect, I would not trade.” Collins crystallized this explanation into the 
“Stockdale Paradox.” A person living by this principle retains faith that he will prevail. But at the 
same time, he also shows “the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of current reality.” 

As I see it, that also is the essence of true Christianity. We face our opposition with an absolute 
confidence about how the story ends. We know that Jesus has taken hold of us, and so we press on. 
We strain for the prize for which God calls us forward. That level of faith gets us out of bed. It keeps 
us from sitting around and being consumed by anxiety when we face challenges. It encourages 
us to step up, to take responsibility, and to trust that God is still in the process of writing a great 
ending for our story.  MIMBS 2

In your current reality, what helps you to trust that God is still in the process of writing 
a great ending to your story? Ask some other men to share what helps them.

Daily Reading: Job 20:1–30:31, 2 Corinthians 1:1–2:17, Psalm 40:11–42:11, Proverbs 22:2–7
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August 29–September 4

On a scale of 1-10, rate your 
success in the following areas: 
career, marriage, parenting, 
lifestyle, and spiritual 
relationships.

■■ Which area did you rate 
the highest? The lowest?

■■ In which of those areas 
is it most difficult to be 
honest?

■■ To which area have you 
given the most attention? 
The least?

■■ Is there one area that we, 
as a group, need to study 
and concentrate on in the 
next few months?

Fri/Sat/Sun—September 2, 3, 4 ■ God’s Response to Idolatry

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives. (James 4:3)

God will not force us to revere Him, but He will make it impossible for us to be happy unless we 
do. Here are three ways God will “deal” with us as men when we make an idol:

■■ He will withhold the thing we think we can’t live without. I spent the first 15 years of my adult 
life working and praying to achieve something that would have destroyed me, and then was 
disappointed when I was spared. It is God’s mercy to not receive that which will destroy you. 

■■ He will remove the thing we think we can’t live without. There is another name besides “idol” 
for something we think we can’t live without—addiction. The problem with addictions is that 
we can’t stop on our own. That’s why God has to “help” us. Contractions, whether business 
or personal, often reflect God’s loving discipline. He removes the shakable kingdom so the 
unshakable kingdom may remain: “The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be 
shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain” (Hebrews 12:27).

■■ He will give us so much of the thing we want that we gag on it. Think of the Israelites who 
got tired of manna and asked for meat. God said, “Meat? You want meat? I’ll give you meat.” 
Numbers 11:20 (NLT) says, “You will eat it for a whole month until you gag and are sick of it. 
For you have rejected the Lord.” Sometimes God wins our complete allegiance by showing us 
the emptiness of any other allegiance.

Nevertheless, God still tends to under-discipline, not over-discipline. “The Lord is compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love,” (Psalm 103:8). PM, Chapter 4

Think of a few of your men who are struggling. How can these three possible 
responses by God help you understand what God may be doing in their lives?

Daily Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:1–9:18, 2 Corinthians 6:1–7:16, Psalm 46:1–48:14, Proverbs 22:15–19
Thursday—September 1 ■ Success vs. Surrender

Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart. (Psalm 37:4)

A friend of mine, “Jack,” was talking with a man about Christianity. The man told Jack that he 
couldn’t become a Christian because he could never give up beer and cigarettes.

“Oh, I drink all the beer and smoke all the cigarettes I want,” Jack quickly replied.
“You do?” the man asked. That eventually led to a meaningful presentation of the gospel. 

Actually, Jack didn’t drink any beer or smoke any cigarettes. Jack told the guy that although he 
could have all he wanted, he didn’t want any. That’s because Jack had lost his taste for them. God 
had changed the desires of his heart. 

When we delight ourselves in the Lord, our desires change. No longer will we seek after the 
things we once thought had meaning. Instead, we will be transformed, and our goals, hopes and 
dreams will more closely resemble His goals, hopes and dreams for us.

A man will never fully get what he wants until he fully surrenders to the lordship of Christ. 
Ironically, when he does surrender, God changes the desires of his heart to want what He wants. 

PM, Chapter 4

What are the desires of your heart?  
How are they different than they were 20 years ago?

Daily Reading: Job 40:1–42:17, 2 Corinthians 5:11–21, Psalm 45:1–17, Proverbs 22:14 

Wednesday—August 31 ■ Spare Tire Christianity

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. (Matthew 7:26, NKJV)

Cultural Christians have a tendency to merely add Jesus to their lives as another interest in an 
already crowded schedule. They practice a kind of “Spare Tire Christianity.” They keep Jesus in 

the trunk just in case they have a flat.
They have made a plan for their lives. Their credo is, “Plan, then pray.” Their lives are shaped 

more by following the herds of commerce than the footsteps of Christ.
Biblically, these men have a high risk for a great crash because they built on sand and not on the 

Rock (Matthew 7:24–27).
They want to have their cake and eat it, too. The technical term for this is syncretism, “the 

blending or attempt to combine differing philosophical or religious beliefs.”
Are you caught up in the rat race, leading an unexamined life, living as a cultural Christian? Jesus 

will not be a spare tire. That’s religion, not faith.  PM, Chapter 4

Have you ever lived by the credo, “Plan, then pray”?  
Talk to your brothers about the foundation upon which your lives are built. 

Daily Reading: Job 37:1–39:30, 2 Corinthians 4:13–5:10, Psalm 44:9–26, Proverbs 22:13
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Thursday—September 8 ■ Mind “X” and Mind “Y”

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who 
live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed 

by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. (Romans 8:5–6)

Douglas McGregor, a professor at MIT, developed an interesting business management theory 
called “Theory X and Theory Y.” Theory X managers believe people are basically lazy and irre-

sponsible and will do a poor job unless constantly supervised. Theory Y managers believe people 
generally want to do a good job and will respond to clearly defined objectives.

Romans 8 provides a possible biblical application for this theory, depicting two parts to our mind. 
One is controlled by the sinful nature, responding to sinful influences including the sins of the 
secret thought life. We might call that one “Mind X.”

When we’ve decided to follow Jesus, we access a second part of the mind which we might call 
“Mind Y.” As followers of Christ, we are not left on our own to squirm with the sinful nature of 
“Mind X.” We’ve received the Holy Spirit to equip and teach and guide our “Mind Y” so it is set “on 
what the Spirit desires.” By accessing the Holy Spirit’s power within us, we can win the battle for 
our minds.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Re-read Romans 8:5–6, printed above. According to these verses, what are the two influences on 
our thinking we choose between (verses 5)? What are the results of choosing each one (verse 6)?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 1:1–2:22, 2 Corinthians 10:1–18, Psalm 52:1–9, Proverbs 22:26–27 

Wednesday—September 7 ■ The Battle for the Mind

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner 
being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of 

my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. (Romans 7:21–23)

Thick traffic flowed steadily as I slowed for a traffic signal, relieved to see I would pass through 
the intersection on the next green light. Then, without warning, a driver swerved, cutting me 

off. Anger erupted as I slammed on the brakes, but recalling the purpose of my journey, to speak 
at a Bible study, I quickly recovered and kept my spiritual glow. The light turned green, and the 
long line inched toward the intersection. The driver who had swerved ahead of me passed through, 
while I was stuck at the red light. An audible expletive exploded from a part of me not surrendered 
to God. In that moment, I lost the battle for my mind. 

Christians are often ill-equipped for this struggle. It’s a little like conscripting civilians and 
sending them to war without teaching them to fire their rifles. If you read beyond the passage 
quoted above, you’ll find that Paul finally asks, “Who will rescue me . . . ?” Then he answers, “Thanks 
be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25). Jesus Christ offers to 
equip us to win this battle for our minds.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Romans 12:2 invites us to establish a new way of thinking. It says, “Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
What does that imply about the importance of what goes on in our minds? And 

what does it imply about the way to victory on this internal battle field?

Daily Reading: Song of Solomon 5:1–8:14, 2 Corinthians 9:1–15, Psalm 51:1–19, Proverbs 22:24–25

Tuesday—September 6 ■ Common to Mankind

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

If we were brutally honest, most of us would admit we lead a secret thought life that diverges radi-
cally from the visible veneer we present to people. God certainly knows what’s happening inside 

of us, but most of us would be embarrassed for other people to know the secret images that float 
in our minds. 

Some of us weave a dream world of fantasies and intricate plans to make us wealthy, famous, 
and powerful. Others fabricate meetings with beautiful, seductive women. Still others boil in a 
hate-world filled with bitterness and resentment over a life that didn’t turn out like we planned. We 
seethe with jealousy and envy over the lucky break dumped in the lap of the other guy. 

Because we are embarrassed, we tend to avoid talking about this inner world, yet we often feel 
the strain of the dissonance between our two lives. And we often feel alone in the battle against 
the perpetual stream of negative thoughts flowing through our minds. We take a giant step toward 
freedom when we realize this dilemma is “common to mankind.”  MIM 25, Chapter 22

In your inner world, do you struggle most with fantasies regarding wealth and prestige, 
lustful encounters, or bitterness and resentment? Or can you define another arena 

that is particularly difficult for you in your thought life? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Song of Solomon 1:1–4:16, 2 Corinthians 
8:16–24, Psalm 50:1–23, Proverbs 22:22–23

Monday—September 5 ■ Secret Thought Life

We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5)

I sat with two other men, eating deli sandwiches at a sidewalk table on a picturesque main street. 
Paper-thin leaves glistened as the sun diffused through new growth. The crisp springtime air radi-

ated a heady sense of purity. Then, as we prepared to leave, a lovely woman passed by. I watched 
my companions’ eyes, realizing they had mentally undressed her in the secrecy of their private 
thoughts. Silence reigned as we returned to work.

I brooded over the obvious lust revealed, but at the same time, I knew the only difference 
between them and me was that I had more carefully controlled my eye movement. Because 
Christians are expected to resist lust, I carefully concealed my thoughts. Yet I knew my pretending 
not to notice the woman was counterfeit. My secret thought life didn’t match the image I projected. 
Why couldn’t I gain control over the secret thoughts of fantasy, envy, lust, jealousy, wild ambition, 
a desire for money and power, and the resentments that floated in and out of my mind? I didn’t 
realize other Christian men might struggle with the same problem.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Are you living a secret thought life that portrays you as a significantly different 
man from the “you” that is known by others? Would you be embarrassed if your 

friends and associates knew what went on inside your mind? If your thoughts 
were audible, would your wife want a divorce? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Ecclesiastes 10:1–12:14, 2 Corinthians 8:1–15, Psalm 49:1–20, Proverbs 22:20–21
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FOR YOUR SMALL GROUP
September 5–11

Read aloud Romans 
8:5–6 from several 
different versions of 
the Bible.

■■ What two 
influences 
impact our 
thinking?

■■ What can be 
the results 
of those 
influences?

■■ Do you believe 
we can win the 
battle for men’s 
souls? 
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Tuesday—September 13 ■ Concealing Sin

Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who 
confesses and renounces them finds mercy. (Proverbs 28:13)

Tom’s hobby was girl-watching. Whenever he traveled, he particularly enjoyed sitting in the 
airport terminal and checking out the women passing by. After Tom became a Christian, he 

sensed his obsession displeased God, but it was his one private secret. Besides, he reasoned, every-
one’s entitled to a minor vice. Nobody gets hurt. It’s a victim-less crime. Not really, Tom.

We can’t keep secrets from God. Psalm 139 begins, “You have searched me, Lord, and you know 
me.” Then the passage details how God’s understanding exceeds even our own understanding of 
ourselves. Even if no one else knows our secrets, God knows; so the goal of our secret thought life 
should be to live in a way that pleases Him. When we do cross over the line into sin, what should 
we do? Simply confess it, apologize to whomever you have offended (if applicable), correct the 
situation if you can (if applicable), receive Christ’s forgiveness, and move on in the knowledge that 
God offers mercy to those who admit their sin and desire to change their behavior.  MIM 25, 
Chapter 22

Describe a time when you attempted to conceal a sin, and also a time when you 
confessed and received forgiveness. What were the results in each situation?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 12:1–14:32, 2 Corinthians 13:1–14, Psalm 57:1–11, Proverbs 23:9–11

Monday—September 12 ■ Temptation Is Not Sin

 And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Martin Luther noted, “We cannot help it if birds fly over our heads. It is another thing if we invite 
them to build nests in our hair.” His comment illustrates that tempting thoughts are not sin. 

In fact, Christians may be targets for temptation, because the tempter seeks to discourage us and 
trick us into questioning our faith. Frankly, we have no more control over fleeting thoughts than we 
have over vulgar language from a man sitting next to us at a restaurant.

So, when does temptation become an actual sin? The best example is sex. Since men are naturally 
attracted to women, when does attraction become sin? When our normal observations become 
abnormal preoccupations, we have crossed the line. Or as one of my friends said, “Temptation is 
sexual attraction to a beautiful woman. Sin is walking around the block for another look.” What 
about the sin of pride? When does feeling good about our accomplishments become sin? When we 
begin to compare our accomplishments to other men and begin to elevate ourselves above others, 
we have crossed the line.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Today’s devotional says, “Frankly, we have no more control over fleeting 
thoughts than we have over vulgar language from a man sitting next to us at 
a restaurant.” Do you agree or disagree with that statement? How does your 

answer help you gain victory in the battle that is waged in your mind?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 10:1–11:16, 2 Corinthians 12:11–21, Psalm 56:1–13, Proverbs 23:6–8 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday—September 9, 10, 11 ■  The Fuzzy Line

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. I have taken an oath and 
confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws. (Psalm 119:105–106)

Little Johnny drew a line in the sand and told his brother, “If you cross that line, I’ll beat you up!” 
Brother Jimmy immediately and defiantly stepped across the line, folding his arms across his 

chest in triumph. Johnny hesitated, then drew another line in the sand and repeated, “If you cross 
that line, I’ll beat you up!”

Temptation isn’t the same as sin. But the line separating temptation from sin can be pretty fuzzy. 
The culture around us often suggests we can redraw that line to accommodate a new or unex-
pected situation. Sometimes we can feel like we are stumbling in the darkness, trying to determine 
where it’s safe to walk.

In a physical sense, walking through a dark room can be dangerous. You might trip over an 
ottoman or stub your toe on a table leg. If you use a dimmer switch to slightly increase the light, 
you can make out fuzzy objects in the room, but probably you’ll still move hesitantly. When you 
turn up the full power of the light, you can clearly distinguish where it’s safe to walk. Understanding 
the difference between temptation and sin can be like walking in a dark room. Our light comes from 
God’s Word. As we read and study, the light grows, illuminating our way so we can walk confi-
dently.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

List one area where you believe you are particularly susceptible to temptation. 
In your own words, explain what you’ve learned from God’s Word that 

helps you determine the line between temptation and sin.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 3:1–9:21, 2 Corinthians 11:1–12:10, Psalm 53:1–55:23, Proverbs 22:28–23:5 
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September 12–18

Living by the power 
of the Holy Spirit 
means giving over 
your thoughts to 
Him.

■■ What does it 
mean to conquer 
your thoughts?

■■ Have you 
attempted 
different ways 
to control your 
thoughts?

■■ Have they been 
successful?

Fri/Sat/Sun—September 16, 17, 18 ■  Conquering Your Thoughts

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there 
is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23–24)

We can compare the process of disciplining our thoughts to the process of raising children. 
Kids test and retest our patience as they challenge our established boundaries. Some friends 

set a rule that their daughter could not go to PG-13 movies until she was 13. All her friends could go 
when they were 10 and 11. Every weekend she would ask her parents if she could go to this or that 
movie—always rated PG-13. She consistently tried to reverse her parents’ decision.

Similarly, our thoughts want to have their own way. Every day they ask us to let them cross our 
established limits. It takes discipline and effort to continually establish and defend legitimate 
boundaries for where we will allow our thoughts to dwell. Of course, none of us have enough will-
power to make this happen. But when Christ controls our lives, the Holy Spirit dwells in us in power. 

When we let our unexamined, sinful nature control our thoughts, we stifle the warning system 
established by the Holy Spirit. The answer to winning the battle for our mind is to open our thought 
processes to examination by ourselves and by the Spirit, just like King David did in the passage 
printed above. If we find we have sinned, we need to confess it and ask Christ to again take control. 
That’s the essence of living by the power of the Holy Spirit.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Ecclesiastes 12:14 says, “For God will bring every deed into judgment, including 
every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.” How does that reality motivate 

you to take necessary steps to conquer your secret thought life?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 22:1–30:11, Galatians 2:17–4:31, Psalm 60:1–62:12, Proverbs 23:15–21 

Thursday—September 15 ■ The Mind Plays Tricks On Us

To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the 
proper answer of the tongue. All a person’s ways seem pure to them, 

but motives are weighed by the LORD. (Proverbs 16:1–2)

Researchers representing a certain brewery were surprised by a survey indicating that three 
people of every four preferred light beer to regular beer. For years, the brewery had produced 

nine times as much regular beer as light beer! Researchers suggested that people interpreted the 
question to mean, Do you prefer the beer of refined, discriminating people, or do you only drink 
regular beer?

We all have a remarkable capacity to deceive ourselves. John convinced himself he needed a 
new car, because the upgraded fuel efficiency would save him money. In the first year, his new car 
saved him $400 in gas, but it also depreciated in value by $4,000. At some level, John might have 
wanted better fuel efficiency, but his true desire was the prestige of owning a new car.

Without a solid understanding of the forces shaping our thoughts, motives, and ambitions, we 
can trick ourselves into harboring impure secret thoughts, wrong motives, and selfish ambitions. 
If we don’t post a sentinel in the watchtower of our minds, our enemy can slip into our thoughts, 
simply because we remain unaware of his presence.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

Jeremiah 17:9 notes, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 
understand it?” In your own words explain what that verse implies about any person’s ability 

to truly understand his own underlying passions and motivations. Then consider Jeremiah 
17:10, outlining God’s answer to the dilemma: “I the Lord search the heart and examine the 

mind.” How does that relate to the need to “post a sentinel in the watchtower of our minds”?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 19:1–21:17, Galatians 2:1–16, Psalm 59:1–17, Proverbs 23:13–14

Wednesday—September 14 ■ Visibility to Others

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing 
in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Going into a bar is no sin, but I would rather go to jail than be seen in a bar. Frankly, the reasons 
are not spiritual, but selfish. I don’t want my reputation to be tarnished, so I categorically 

avoid bars. This has less to do with what Jesus might think than what my friends might think.
Visibility brings a certain level of self-discipline. Sometimes I think peer pressure actually has a 

greater influence on us toward righteous living than does the fear of a holy God. Of course, the 
peer pressure of visibility isn’t bad. If no peer pressure existed, then I would have no accountability 
and the temptation to sin would be more alluring.

But the low visibility of our thought life has no peer pressure, no accountability of any sort—save 
our own self-discipline and dependence on the Spirit—which puts us at a higher risk. What is the 
result of low visibility? We lead a secret thought life, often unruly, which we would find embar-
rassing for others to know about.  MIM 25, Chapter 22

When you know that your thoughts are visible to God, does that help you to 
discipline your inner thought life? Explain your answer. Does today’s Scripture 

verse, from Psalm 19:14, mirror your desire? If it does, pray it aloud to God.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 15:1–18:7, Galatians 1:1–24, Psalm 58:1–11, Proverbs 23:12
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Thursday— September 22 ■ “No” or “Not Yet”

My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the 
LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. (Proverbs 3:11–12)

Jesus submitted to God’s will and timing. To imitate His example, we must surrender our dreams 
and ambitions to His Lordship. We must be willing to receive His “no” or “not yet,” knowing that 

God works through circumstances to accomplish at least three goals:
Discipline. He trains us to imitate Him. Sometimes He withholds things we think we can’t live 

without. Other times He overloads us with what we think we want, till we gag and choke. His goal is 
always the same. He’s forging men of character.

Equipping. We can mistake equipping for abandonment, believing that God has forsaken us. In 
reality, God works silently in our dark times to teach necessary skills for pursuing His calling. We 
learn lessons through His silence that we simply cannot absorb in any other way.

Protection. When our desire does not coincide with His calling, He says “no,” because He wants to 
deliver us from the consequences of improper motives. 

When we hear God’s “no” or “not yet,” we can rest in His love, knowing that He disciplines as a 
Father who delights in His son.  MIMBS 3

How do you respond to God when you pray for something and  
He says “no” or “not yet”? Share your thoughts with the group.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 39:1–41:16, Ephesians 1:1–23, Psalm 66:1–20, Proverbs 23:25–28

Wednesday—September 21 ■  My Time Has Not Come

Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. The 
world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 

You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not 
yet fully come.” After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee. (John 7:6–9)

Today’s scripture immediately follows the verses we highlighted yesterday, wherein Jesus’ 
brothers challenged Him to pursue a bigger stage for His ministry. Today’s passage underscores 

Jesus’ understanding that God’s will carries a sense of timing. Further in John 7, we find that Jesus 
did indeed go to Jerusalem, but He went in the right time and with the right attitude. Many of us 
with giant dreams need to come to grips with this big idea: timing and attitude are crucial. People 
may say you deserve a bigger stage. Usually those people don’t know what God is really doing in 
your life. 

We all want God to be interested in the success of our circumstances, and truly He does pay 
attention to those external issues. But He is much more interested in internal character. God will 
never give you circumstances that endanger your character. Scripture tells us, “Now it is required 
that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). God does not call 
us to produce a specific outcome. He calls us to be faithful.  MIMBS 3

When God requires you to wait for the fulfillment of a desire, how do you respond? 
What does your response reveal about who really controls your life?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 37:1–38:22, Galatians 6:1–18, Psalm 65:1–13, Proverbs 23:24

Tuesday—September 20 ■ Seeking a Bigger Stage

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the 
Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. But when the Jewish Festival of 

Tabernacles was near, Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that 
your disciples there may see the works you do. No one who wants to become a public figure 

acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” (John 7:1–4)

This passage basically ushers in the last six months of Jesus’ life. It records that Jesus’ brothers 
tried to push Him toward seeking a bigger stage. Interestingly enough, they didn’t do this 

because they believed in Him, but because they didn’t (see John 7:5).
Is it always wrong to seek a bigger stage? I would say it depends on your motives. When I 

entered the army, I became a clerk. I wanted to have the achievement of rising to a certain level in 
the minimum time required, which would have been about 18 months. So in the weeks leading up 
to that 18-month time, I began pestering the master sergeant about promotion. The big day came 
and went, and I became very upset that I wasn’t promoted. I went to see him and he said, “If you 
had stopped pestering me, I would have done it.” My interest was purely selfish. I wanted a bigger 
stage, but not for the right reason. I wanted it because of ambition rather than because of God’s 
calling.  MIMBS 3

Can you think of a time when you sought a bigger stage? Did you want it because 
of ambition, or because you knew it was God’s calling? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 33:10–36:22, Galatians 5:13–26, Psalm 64:1–10, Proverbs 23:23

Monday—September 19 ■ When the Time Is Right

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud 
but shows favor to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he 
may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:5–7)

Teresa of Avila, a 16th century nun in Spain, sometimes bore the accusation that her works were 
of the devil. She complained to God, and He replied, “That is how I treat my friends.” Teresa 

responded, “No wonder you have so few friends!”
God definitely takes His friends through a tough training regimen, and one of His prescribed 

exercises is waiting. If you’re like me, that can be excruciating. When I came to faith, I was bursting 
with excitement. I wanted to ensure that I would “make a difference.” I would tell God I wanted to 
make an impact, that I was ready to serve Him, and all I heard in return was deafening silence. You 
may have experienced this in your life. It might have been when you pursued a ministry, or perhaps 
with your work. You may be asking God, “When will it be my turn?” Today’s scripture reminds us 
that, if we humble ourselves and accept God’s plan, He will bring about His purpose, when the time 
is right.  MIMBS 3

Today’s scripture cites wisdom found in many areas of Scripture, noting that  
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  

Why do you think God chooses to honor people who are humble?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 30:12–33:9, Galatians 5:1–12, Psalm 63:1–11, Proverbs 23:22
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September 19–25

From the devotional for 
Thursday, September 22, 
list the three goals that 
God accomplishes when 
He says “No” or “Not 
yet.”

■■ Can you recall a time 
in your life when 
God’s answer was 
“No” or “Not yet”? 
How did you react to 
that answer?

■■ When you look back 
at that situation, are 
you able to see it in a 
different light? If so, 
in what ways?

Tuesday— September 27 ■ Secret Thoughts?

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and 
when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. (Psalm 139:1–2)

If you wrestle with an inner life that would embarrass you if it were exposed to the world, you need 
to understand there really aren’t any secret thoughts. You may think they’re hidden, but the Bible 

clearly tells us that God knows our thoughts. That’s intimidating enough, but often the people 
around us know, too.

A friend told me about taking his wife to lunch one day. She paused somewhere in the meal 
and said, “You know, Honey, I’ve noticed that you have not been looking at other women lately. 
I wanted you to know I appreciate it very much.” He was stunned. He had been completely 
convinced that what went on his mind was not obvious. He learned something important that day. 
Even if your wife or girlfriend doesn’t say anything, don’t assume she doesn’t know what’s going 
on in your mind. Whether we like it or not, there really are no secret thoughts. We can be sure God 
knows about them, and probably a lot of other people do, too.  MIMBS 4

Consider the possibility that God may not be the only one who knows something 
you thought was your own little secret. How does that make you feel?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 51:1–53:12, Ephesians 5:1–33, Psalm 69:19–36, Proverbs 24:7

Monday— September 26 ■ The Turtle and the Scorpion

Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over 
me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12b–13)

In an ancient fable, a scorpion comes to the edge of a river. Knowing he cannot swim, he asks a 
turtle for a ride to the other side. The turtle says, “I can’t do that, because halfway across the river 

you will sting me, and I will drown.” The scorpion replies, “It wouldn’t be logical for me to do that, 
since I can’t swim either. Not only would you drown, but I would drown, too.” 

So the turtle agreed, and the scorpion climbed upon his shell. Halfway across the river, the scor-
pion administered a fatal sting to the turtle’s neck. As they were sinking, the turtle said, “You told 
me you wouldn’t sting me. Now we are both going to die. Why did you do it?” The scorpion replied, 
“I can’t help it; I’m a scorpion.”

To some degree, all men have secret thoughts. We often think they are innocent, so we harbor 
them and let them grow. After all, they’re just thoughts and not actions. Isn’t that logical? But even-
tually secret thoughts sting, because it’s just who they are. Belief inevitably determines behavior.  

MIMBS 3

How can a hidden thought hurt you? Have you witnessed that hurt in someone’s life?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 48:12–50:11, Ephesians 4:17–32, Psalm 69:1–18, Proverbs 24:5–6

Fri/Sat/Sun— September 23, 24, 25 ■ Godliness with Contentment

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. (1 Timothy 6:6–7)

The final chapter of Paul’s first letter to his young friend Timothy addresses the temptation to 
use the gospel for personal gain. In this particular instance, Paul warned about people who 

taught for the sake of becoming rich. Money can be a major temptation, but Paul’s concern really 
could apply to any unworthy motive that drives us to pursue ambition rather than calling. 

I see a three-part progression in the process that leads to spiritual maturity: 

■■ Knowing—we accept Christ’s invitation to relationship, and we learn how to live in Him.

■■ Growing—we surrender to God’s plan to equip us to live for Christ.

■■ Showing—we accept a call and are sent out to live for Christ.

You might have a big dream, and you might be asking God, “When will it be my turn?” God’s 
answer probably will be, “When you don’t care anymore about when it will be your turn.” God 
grows us to a place of spiritual maturity that enables us to be content with whatever He gives us.

In a classic book called The Christian’s Secret to a Happy Life, Hannah Whitehall Smith talked 
about being all excited to do great works for God, and then being called to return home and parent 
four irritable children. In order to live positively with that kind of reality, a Christian really must 
surrender everything to Christ and allow Him to have His way. As we trust God’s plan over our own, 
we’ll find that we can be content with whatever He gives us.  MIMBS 3

Describe your level of contentment with what appears to be God’s plan for you right 
now. What does your level of contentment reveal about your level of trust?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 41:17–48:11, Ephesians 2:1–4:16, Psalm 67:1–68:35, Proverbs 23:29–24:4 
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Friday—September 30 ■ The “We” of Christianity

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. (2 Corinthians 10:3)

A Christian who wants to gain victory over secret thoughts must take advantage of God-given 
resources. The Bible says, “Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what 

the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what 
the Spirit desires” (Romans 8:5). Our primary resource is the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, 
living within every Christian. We also have the Bible and prayer, and we have each other. We have 
accountability. Notice that today’s Scripture passage is all about “we” and not “I.”

Several years ago I heard about four men attending the same church. Over the course of a year, 
all four were unfaithful to their wives through adultery, strip joints, prostitutes, and Internet porn. 
These men all got caught up in secret thought lives. Two were able to restore their marriages, and 
two endured very harsh divorces. What made the difference? Accountability.

The two men who destroyed their marriages and set their families on a course of dysfunction 
were men who lived on the church’s fringe. They were too busy to get “plugged in.” They invested 
the minimum of time in the “we” of Christianity. The other two men met regularly with small 
groups. When they said they were getting divorced, the “we” said, “No, you’re not.” One of these 
men struggled with Internet porn, and his small group confiscated his computer. The two men who 
survived these crises did so because, though they felt the sting of the secret thought life, they had 
a “we” to help them take their thoughts captive.  MIMBS 4

Who helps you to take your thoughts captive, and how do they help?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 60:1–62:5, Philippians 1:27–2:18, Psalm 72:1–20, Proverbs 24:11–12

Thursday— September 29 ■ When You Encounter, Don’t Entertain

 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For I know that 
good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to 

do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. . . . Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is 
no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. (Romans 7:17–18, 20)

In today’s passage, Paul describes the struggle that happens inside a Christian’s mind. Our relation-
ship with God births within us a desire to do the right thing. But in our minds, we battle the sinful 

nature we inherited simply by being human.
The Bible indicates that every normal Christian will experience this battle for control of his mind. 

And frankly, all Christian men probably fight similar secret thoughts. I sincerely doubt you can 
confess anything to me that I have not thought as well. We all have to deal with that sinful nature. 
But for Christians, those secret thoughts are not part of the new nature we receive from God. 
Instead, they are like a man sitting at the table next to us. You’re not responsible for that man’s 
dirty mouth. But if you keep sitting at the same table so you can listen in on his conversation, then 
you are flirting with something that can lead you astray. Secret thoughts are part of life. You’re 
going to encounter them, but you don’t have to entertain them.  MIMBS 4

When you’ve encountered secret thoughts, how have you been tempted to entertain them? Have 
you entertained them to the point that you’ve gotten comfortable with them? Explain your answer.

Daily Reading: Isaiah 57:15–59:21, Philippians 1:1–26, Psalm 71:1–24, Proverbs 24:9–10

Wednesday— September 28 ■ You’re Not Alone

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Before I became a Christian, I struggled with a host of wild ambitions. I wanted to be a tycoon. 
To be perfectly honest, I fantasized about personal power and sexual conquest.

After I became a Christian, the Holy Spirit started changing my nature, and I was starting to get 
some control over that unrestrained thought life. I remember being at lunch with two other men, 
when a very sensuous woman walked by the restaurant window. I watched my two friends mentally 
undress this woman. I knew exactly what they were doing. I, on the other hand, did not watch her. 
Instead, I pretended I was preoccupied with my lunch, and I undressed her secretly in my own 
private thoughts. 

I realized that day there was no real difference between those men and myself. In some ways, 
being a Christian can add to a man’s burden because he feels pressure to pretend he’s something 
he’s not. All men, Christian and non-Christian, struggle with secret thoughts. The key to victory is 
understanding the battle in our minds, and knowing what to do with those thoughts.  MIMBS 4

This devotional says, “All men, Christian and non-Christian, struggle with secret 
thoughts. The key to victory is understanding the battle in our minds, and 
knowing what to do with those thoughts.” What does that mean to you?

Daily Reading: Isaiah 54:1–57:14, Ephesians 6:1–24, Psalm 70:1–5, Proverbs 24:8
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Jesus’ teachings on how our purpose relates 
to work. Let’s examine a number of verses 
that draw a general picture of why and 
how we should live.

Let’s start in the Gospel of John, which 
records Jesus saying, “The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full” 
(John 10:10).

My reason for living is to receive abundant 
life from Jesus. There are many aspects 
to this, but that overarching principle 
affects all of my decisions—personal and 
professional. 

When I am in a business meeting, I intend 
to give and receive God’s blessings, so I 
can serve and bring glory to God by my 
actions. Sure, I’m working on a deal. But I 
also know bigger things are happening in 
that meeting. God is working all things for 
His glory. I know the sovereign, supreme 
ruler of all creation is interested in the 
outcome of that appointment. Without 
God, a person does not have that assurance. 

Do you see how the Christian worldview is 
utterly different from that of the skeptic? If 
your sense of purpose is limited to making 
a profit, you’ll eventually find it’s a puny, 
tepid reason for living. Once you’ve known 
the glories and riches of God’s kingdom, 
how could you ever settle for mere profit? 

The abundant life provides a much greater 
reason for living, but it also turns our value 
system upside-down. Our natural tendency 
is to seek personal gain. But Jesus walked a 
very different road. 

Even though Jesus is one with the Father, 
in His humanity He “did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death—even death 
on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8).

By personal experience, Jesus understood 
self-denial. Through His example and 
through His words, He taught His disci-
ples—including us—to value things of 
eternal consequence over temporal plea-
sure and gain. And he called His followers 
to live by the priorities He demonstrated 
when He lived on earth. He said, “If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 
find it. What good will it be for a man if he 
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? 
Or what can a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” (Matthew 16:24-27). 

He said, “Seek first his kingdom and his righ-
teousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). We are not 
limited by the “ceiling” of temporal living. 
We have a higher purpose—to seek His 
kingdom and His righteousness. 

This article was adapted 
from A Man’s Guide to 
Work by Patrick Morley. 
For more information go to 
maninthemirror.org.

Priorities—Temporal Work as a Kingdom Priority continued from page 5  ▶

 ■ PATRICK MORLEY
The author of 20 books, Patrick Morley, PhD, is best known for writing The Man 
in the Mirror, with more than three million copies in print. He is Founder and 
Chairman of Man in the Mirror and has been teaching a weekly Bible Study to 
thousands of men for over 25 years. Pat and his wife, Patsy, live in Winter Park, 
Florida. www.maninthemirror.org

 Always remember you are working for 
God through the company. Show respect 
and God’s love to all your co-workers and 
management. —Kent Schmitt, Texas 

 You carry more responsibility than 
that for your own performance. Other 
employees will be watching you as well as 
your supervisor. —Rob Hunner, Alaska

 There is NO earthly substitute for being 
able to do exactly what God designed 
YOU to do. —Larry Niggli, Idaho

 When you are given a task to complete 
or accomplish, work it until you are satis-
fied with the results. Show completeness 
and have confidence in your work.  
—Chris Rondeau, South Carolina

 Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord…
Colossians 3:23  
– Dave Armstrong, Pennsylvania and 
Rob Hunner, Alaska (they both said this 
separately!)

Work Advice for Young Men  continued from page 32  ▶

 ■ MAN IN THE MIRROR FIELD STAFF
Man in the Mirror has Field Staff in 34 states. Go to mimfieldstaff.org to 
learn more about our initiative to put a trained expert in men’s discipleship in 
every community in the country. You can connect with a current Field Staff 
member and learn what it takes to join the team!
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❝Read the Bible. Work hard and honestly. 
And don’t complain.❞

—Billy Graham

❝Pray as though everything depended on 
God. Work as though everything depended 
on you.❞

—Augustine

❝Those who work their land will have 
abundant food, but those who chase fantasies 
have no sense.❞

—Proverbs 12:11 niv

❝It is our best work that God wants, not 
the dregs of our exhaustion. I think he must 
prefer quality to quantity.❞

—George Macdonald

❝Tomorrow I plan to work, work, from 
early until late. In fact I have so much to 
do that I shall spend the first three hours in 
prayer.❞

—Martin Luther

❝In everything I did, I showed you that 
by this kind of hard work we must help the 
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’ ❞

—Acts 20:35 niv

❝Do not work for food that spoils, but for 
food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give you. For on him God 
the Father has placed his seal of approval. ❞ 

—John 6:27 niv

❝Any man can work when every stroke 
of his hands brings down the fruit rattling 
from the tree but to labor in season and out 
of season, under every discouragement...that 
requires a heroism which is transcendent.❞

—Henry Ward Beecher

❝All hard work brings a profit, but mere 
talk leads only to poverty.❞

—Proverbs 14:23 niv

❝If God is satisfied with the work, the 
work may be satisfied with itself. ❞

—C.S. Lewis 

❝That is why we labor and strive, because 
we have put our hope in the living God, who 
is the Savior of all people, and especially of 
those who believe.❞

—1 Timothy 4:10 niv

❝I have seen many men work without 
praying, though I have never seen any good 
come out of it; but I have never seen a man 
pray without working. ❞

—Hudson Taylor

QUOTES ON  
WORK
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